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T: take a review of this Theory of the Earth, 


which we have now fhniſh'd, We mult confi 

der, firſt, the extent of it: and then the prin- 
cipal parts whereof 1t conſiſts. Ir reaches, as you lec, 
from one end of the World to the other: From the 
firſt Chaos to the laſt day, and the Conſummation 
of all things. This, probably, will run the length of 
Seven Thouſand Years: which 1s a good competent 
ſpacc/of time to exerciſe our thoughts upon, and to 
obſerve the ſeveral Scenes which Nature and Proyi- 
dence bring into View within the compals of ſo many 
Ages: 
The matter and principal parts of this Theory, are 
ſuch things asare recorded in Scripture. We do not 
feign a Subject, and then deſcant upon 1t, fof diver- 
fon; but endeavour to give an intelligible and ra- 
tional account of ſuch matters of Fact, paſt or fu- 
ure, as arc there ſpecified and declar'd. What it hath 
ſcem'd good to the Holy Ghoſt to communicate to us, 
by Hiſtory -or Prophecy, - concerning'the ſeyeral States 
and general Changes of this Earth, makes the Argu- 
ment of our Diſcourſe, Therefore' the Things them- 
ſelves muſt be taken for granted, -in one: fence or 


other : ſceing, betides all other proots, chey have the 
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A Review of the Theory of the Earth. 


authority of a Revelation; and our buſineſs is only 
to give ſuch an cxplication of chem, as ſhall approyc 
it {elf to the faculties of man, and be conformable to 
Scripture. | 

We will thereforc firſt ict down the things them- 
ſelves, that make the ſubject matter of this Theory : 
and remind you of our cxplication of them. Then 
recollect the general proofs of that explication, from 
reaſon and nature: but more fully and particularly 
ſhew how 1t 1s grounded upon Scripture. The prit- 
mary Phenomena whercot we arc to giye an account, 
arc theſe Five or Six. 


I. The original of the Earth from a Chaos. 

II. 7heſftate of Paradiſe,and the Ante-diluvian World. 
II. The Univerſal Deluge. 

IV. The Univerſal Conflagration. 

V. Zhe Renovation of the World, or the New Hea- 


vens and New Farth. 
VI. The Conſummation of all things. 


Theſe are unqueſtionably in Scripture : and ' thelc 
all relate, as you ſce, to the ſeveral torms, ſtates, and 
revolutions of this Earth. We are therctore oblig'd 
to give a clear and coherent account of theſe Phano- 
mena, 1n that order and conſecuton wherein they 


ſtand to one another. 


There are allo in Scripture ſome other things, rc- 
lating to the ſame Subjects, that may be call'd the 
ſecondary ingredients of this Theory, and arc to be 
referr'd to their reſpective primary heads. Such are, 
for inſtance, | | 


I. The Longevity of the Ante-diluvians. 

IT. 7he Ruptare of the Great Abyſs, at the Deluge. 

III. The appearing of the Rainbow after the Deluge : 
as a fign that there never ſhould be a ſecond Flood. 


Thele things Scripture hath allo Ictc upon record : 
as directions and indications how to underſtand the 


Antc-diluvian ſtate, and the Deluge it ſelf. Whoſo- 
cvcr 
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ever therctorc ſhall undertake to write the Theory of 
the Earth, muſt think himlſelt bound to give us a juſt 
explication of theſe ſecondary Phxnomena, as well as 
of the primary ; and that in ſuch a dependance and 
connexion, as to make them give and receiye light 
from one another. 

This part of the Task 1s concerning the World 
behind us, Times and Things'pals'd, that are already 
come to light. The remainder is concerning the 
World beforc us, Times and Things to come: that lic 
yct in the boſome of Providence, and in the feeds of 
Naturc. And thele are chiefly the Conflagration of the 
World, and the Renovation of it. When thele are 0- 
ver and cxpird, then comes the end, as S. Paul ſays. 1 © 15 
Then the Heavens and the Earth fly away, as S. Fohn Ac. 1+. 
ſavs. Then1s the Conſummation of all things, and the 
laſt period of this ſublunary World, whatlocver it 1s. 
Thus tar the Theoriſt muſt go, and purſue the moti- 
ons of Nature, till all things are brought to reſt and 
{filence. And'in this latter part of the Theory, there 
1s alſo a collateral Phanomenon, the Millennium, or - 
Thouland years Reign of Chriſt and his Saints, upon 
Earth, to be confiderd. For'this, according as it 15 
repreſented 1n Scripture, does imply a change in the 
Natural World, as well as in the Moral: and there- 
fore muſt be accounted for, in the Theory of the 
Farth. Ar leaſt it muſt be there determin'd, whe- 
ther that ſtate of the World, which 1s ſingular and 
extraordinary, will be before or after the Conflagra- 
tion. 

Theſe are the Principals and Incidents of this Theo- 
ry of the Earth, as to the matter and ſubject of it: 
which, you lee, 1s both 1mportant, and wholly taken 
our of Scripture. As to our explication of theſe 
points, that 15 ſufhciently known, being ſct down at 
large 1n four Books of this Theory. Theretore it re- 
mains only, having ſeen the matter of the Theory, to 
examine the Form of 1t;and the proofs of 1t: for from 
theſe two things 1t mult receive its cenſure. As tothe 
torm, the characters of a regular Theory. ſcem to be 
thc: three; Few and eaſie Poftulatums : Union of Parts: 
and a Fitneſs to anſwer, fully and clearly, all the Phenomena 
ro which it is to be apply'd. We 
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We think our Hypotheſis docs not want any of 
theſe Characters. As to the Firſt, we take but one 
ſingle Poftulatum tor the whole Theory : and that an 
caſic one, warranted both by Scripture and Antiquity: 
Namely, That this Earth riſe, at firſt, from a Chaos. As 
to the ſecond, Union of parts, The whole Theory is but 
one Series of Cauſes and Effects from thar firſt Chaos. 
Beſides, you can ſcarce admit any one part of it, firſt, 
laſt, or intermediate, but you muſt, in conſequence of 
that, admur all the reſt. Grant me but that the De- 
luge is truly explain'd, and Tle defire no more for 
proof of all the Theory. Or, it you begin at the o- 
ther end, and grant the New Heavens and New Earth 
after the Conflagration, you will be led back again to 
the firſt Heavens and firſt Earth that were bctore the 
Flood. For St. Fohn ſays, that New Earth was without 
a Sea: Apor. 21. 1. And 1t was a Renovation, or Re- 
flitution to ſome tormer ſtare of things : there was 
therefore ſomac former Earth without a Sea ; which 
not being the preſent Earth, it muſt be the Ante-dilu- 


vian. - Beſides, both St. Zobhr, and the Prophct 1ſazas, 
have repreſented the New Heavens and New Earth, 


as Paradiſiacal ; Accordin_ as 1s prov'd, Book the 4th. 
<h.2. And having told us the form of the New-tuture- 
Earth, that it will have no Sea, 1t 1s a reaſonable infe- 
rence that there was no Sea in the Paradifiacal Earth. 
However from the form of this Future Earth, which 
St. Fohn repreſents to us, we may at leaſt conclude, 
That an Earth without a Sea 1s no Chimzra, or impol- 
ſibility : but rather a fit ſeat and habitation for the 
Juſt and the Innocent. 

Thus you ſee the parts of the Theory link and hold 
faſt one another : according to the ſecond character. 
And as to the third, of being ſuited to the Phenomena, 
we. muſt refer that to the next head, of Proofs. Ir 
may be truly ſaid, that bare coherence and union of 
parts 1s not a ſufficient proof ; The parts of a Fable 
or Romance may hang aptly -rogether, and yet have 
no truth in them. Thus is enough indeed to give the 
title of a juſt Compoſition to any work, but not of a 
true one : nil} 1t appear that the concluſions and ex- 
plications arc grounded upon good natural eyidencec, 

: or 
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or upon good Divine authority. 1, We muſt theretfors 
procced now to the third thing to be confider'd in a 
Theory, What its Proofs arc: or the grounds upon 
which ic ſtands, whether Sacred or Natural. | _. 

According to Natural evidence, things are proyed 
from their Cauſcs or their Effects. ' And we think we 
have this double order of proofs for the truth of our 
Hypotheſis. As to the method of Cauſes, we proceed 
from what 1s more {umple, to what is more _com- 
pound: and build all upon one foundation. Go bur 
to the Head of the Theory, and you wall ſce the Cau- 
ſes lying 1n a train before you, from firſt to laſt. 
And tho' you did not know the Natural hiſtory of 
the World, paſt or future, you might, by intuicion, 
forctell it, as to the grand revolutions and ſucceflive 
faces of Nature, through a long lcrics of Ages. It we 
have given a true account of the motions of the Cha- 
os, we have allo truly form'd the firſt habitable Earth. 
And if that be truly form'd, we have thereby given a 
true account of the ſtate of Paradiſe, and ot all that 
depends upon it. And not of that onely, bur alſo 
of the univerſal Deluge. Both theſe we have ſhewn 
in their cauſes: The one from the Form of that Earth, 
and the other from the Fall of it into the Abyſs. And 
tho' we had not been made acquainted with theſe 
things by Antiquity, we might, in contemplation of 
the Cauſes, have truly concerv'd them, as properties 
or incidents to the Firſt Earth. Bur as to the Deluge, 
I do not ſay, that we might have calculated the Time, 
manner, and other circumſtances of it : Thele things 
were regulated by Providence, in ſubordination to the 
Moral World. But that there would be, at one time 
or other, a diſruption of that Earth, or of the Great 
Abyſs: and in conſequence of'it, an univerlal De- 
luge: So far, I think, the light of a Theory night 
Carry us. 

Furthermore, In conſequence of this diſruption of 
the Primeyal Earth, at the Deluge, the preſent Earth 
was made hollow and caycrnous : and by that means, 
( due preparations being wt capable of Combuſtion, 
or of periſhing by an univerſal Firc : Yer, to ſpeak in- 
genuoutly; This 1s as hard a ſtep to be made, 1n ver- 
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tue of Natural cauſes, as any in the whole Theory: 

But in Fecompence of that defect, the Conflagration 
is ſo plainly and licrally raught us in Scripture;and 
avow'd by Antiquity, that it can fall under no diſpute, 
as to the thing 1t ſelf. And as to a capacity or dil- 
pofition to it 1h the preſent Earth, that I think 1s fuf- 
ficiently 'made our. Vs 

- Then, the Conflagration admitted, in that way it is 
explain'd'in the 3d. Book : The Earth, you ſee; 1s; by 
that fire, reduc'd to'a ſecond Chaos. A Chaos truly 
ſo call'd. And from that, as from the -Firſt, ariſes 
another Creation, 'or New Heavens and a New Earth; 
By the fame cauſes, and in the ſame form, with the 
Paradifiacal. This 1s the Renovation of ' the World: 
The Reſtitution of all things: mentioned both by Scr+- 
pture and Antiquity : and by the Prophet Iſazah, Sr. 
Peter and St. John, call'd the New Heavens and New 
Earth. With this, as the Jaft period, and moſt glori- 
ous Scene ot all humane aftairs, our Theory concludes, 
as to this method of Caules, whereof we are now 
ſpeaking. 

1 fay; here it cnds as to the method of Caufes. For 
tho' we purſue the Earth ſtil] turcher, even to its laſt 
Diſſolution : which 1s call'd the Conſummation of all 
things: yet all, that we have ſuperadded upon thar 
occaſion, 1s but Problemarical : and may, without 
prejudice to the Theory, be argued and diſputed on 
cither hand. I do not know, but that our conjectures 
there may be well grounded: but however,not ſpring- 
ing ſo dire&tly from the lame root, or, at leaſt, not by 
ways, ſo clear and viſible, I leave that part undeci- 
ded. Eſpecially ſeeing we pretend to- write no more 
than the 7 heory of the Earth, and therefore as we begin 
no higher than the Chaos, fo we are not obliged: to 
g0 any further than to the Jaſt ſtate of a Terreſtrial 
conliſtency : which 1s that of the New Heavens and 
the New Earth. . 

This 1s the firſt natural proof, From the order of 
Cauſes. The ſecond 1s from the conſideration of Et- 
fects. Namely of ſuch effects as arc alrcady in being. 
And therefore this' proof can' extend onely. to that 


-part of the Theory, that explains the preſcnt and paſt 


form 
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form and Phanomena of the Earth. What 1s Future, 
muſt be left ro a further trial, when the things come 
co pals, and preſent themſelves to be cxamin'd and 
compar'd with the Hypotheſis. As to the preſent 
Form of the Earth, we call all Nature to witneſs for 
us : The Rocks and the Mountains, the Hills and the 
Valleys, the deep and wide Sea, and the Caverns of 
the Ground : Let theſe ſpeak, and tell their origine : 
How the Body of the Earth came to be thus torn and 
mangled : If this ſtrange and irregular ſtructure was 
not the effect of a-ruine: and of ſuch a ruine as was 
univerſal over the face of the whole Globe. But we 
have given ſuch a full explication of this, in the firſt 
part of the Theory, from Chapt. the 9th. to the end 
of that Treatiſc, that we darc ſtand to the judgment, 
of any that reads tholc four Chapters, to determine 
if the Hypotheſis docs not anſwer all thoſe Phzno- 
mena, eaſily and adcquatecly. 

The next Phxnomenon to be confider'd, 1s the De- 
Inge, with its adjuncts. Thus allo 1s fully explain'd by 
our Hypotheſis, in the 24. 3d. and 6th. Chapters of the 
firſt Book. Where 1t 1s ſhewn, that the Moſaical Deluge, 
that is, an univerſal Inundation of the whole Earth, 


above the tops of the higheſt Mountains, made by a 


breaking open of the Great Abyls, (for thus far Moſes 
Icads us) is fully explain'd by this Hypotheſis, and can- 
not be conceiv'd in any other method. There are 


no lources or ſtorcs of Water ſufficient for ſuch an - 


effect : that may be drawn upon the Earth, and drawn 
off again, but by ſuppoſing ſuch an Abyſs, and ſuch a 
Diſruption of 1t, as the Theory repreſents. 

Laiitly, As to the Phanomena of Paradiſe and the 
Ante-diluvian World, we have ſet them down in or- 
der in the 2d. Book : and apply'd to cach of them its 
proper explication, from the ſame Hypotheſis We 
have alſo given an account of that Character which 
Antiquity always aflign'd to the firſt age of the World, 
or the Golden Age, as they call d it : namely, Equality 
of Seaſons throughout the Year, or a perpetual Equi- 
nox. We have allo taken 1n all the adjuncts or con- 
comitants of theſe States, as they are mention'd in 
Scripture. [he Longevity of the Ante-diluvians, _ 
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the declenſion of their age by degrees, after the Flood. 
As alſo that wonderful Phanomenon, the Rainbos : 
which appear'd to Noah for a Sign, that the Earth 
ſhould never undergo a ſccond Deluge. And we have 
ſhewn, wherein the force and propricty of that Sign 
conliſted, for confirming Noah's taith in the promuſe 
and in the divine veracity. 

Thus far we have explain'd the paſt Phxnomena of 
the Natural World. The reſt arc Futurities, which 
{till lie hid in their Cauſes; and we cannot properly 
prove a Theory trom effects that arc nor yer 1n being. 
Bur fo far as they are forctold in Scripture, both as ro 


> ——TJubſtance and circumitance, in proſecution of the ſame 


Principles we have ante-datcd their birth, and ſhew'd' 
how they will come to pals. We may therefore, 1 
think, realonably conclude, That this Theory has 
pertourmed 1ts task and aniwer dt title: having given 
an account of all the gencral changes of the Natural 
World, as far as either Sacred Hiſtory looks back- 
wards, or Sacred Prophecy looks forwards. So far 


as the one tells us what 1s paſt in Nature, and the 
other what is to come. And if all this be nothing 


but an appearance of truth, 'tis a kind of fatality upon 
us to be decay d. | 


O much for Natural Evidence, from the Cauſes 

or Effects. We now proceed to-Scripture, which 
will make the greateſt part of this Review. The Sa- 
cred Baſis upon which the whole Theory ſtands, 1s 
the doctrine of S. Peter, dcliver'd in his Second Epiſtle 
and Third Chapter, concerning the Triple Order and 
Succeſſion of the Heavens and the Earth. That com- 
prehends the whole extent of our Theory : which 1n- 
deed 1s but a large Commentary upon S. Peter s Text. 
The Apoſtle fers out a threctold ſtate of the Heavens 


and Earth: with ſome general properties of _ 
taken 
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taken from their different Conſtitution and different 
Fate. The Theory takes the fame threefold :tate of 
the Heavens and the Earth: and explains more par- 
ticularly, wherein their different Conſtitution conſiſts: 
and how, under the condu&t of- Providence, their 
different fate depends upon it. Let us ſet down the 


Apoſtle's words, with the occaſion of them: and their 


plain ſence, according to the moſt cafic and natural 
cxplication. 


Ver. 3. Knowing this firſt, that there ſhall come in the 2 Pet 
faſt days ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts. 


4. And ſaying, Where is the y_ of his coming? for 
fence the fathers fell aſleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation. 

5. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the 
word of God, the heavens were of old, and the earth con- 


fiſting of water and by water. 


6. Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, periſhed. | 

7. But the heavens and the earth that are now, by the 
ſame word, are kept in ſtore, reſerved unto fire againſt the 
day of judgment, and perdition of ungodly men.-—---- 

10. The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in the which the heavens ſhall paſs away wwith & 
great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat , 
the earth alſo and the works that are therein ſhall be burnt 
up. | 13 
13. Nevertheleſs we, according to his promiſe; look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righte- 


ouſneſs. | 


This 1s the whole Diſcourle fo far as relates to our 
Subject. S. Peter, you ſee, had met with ſome that 
{coft'd at the future deſtruction of the World, and 
the coming of our Saviour; and they were men, 1t 
ſeems, that pretended to Philoſophy and Argument; 
and they uſe this argument for their opinion, _ 


there bath been no change in. Nature, or in the World, 


from the beginning to this time, why ſbould we think there, 


L443 « 


will be any change for the future? | 
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The Apoſtle anſwers to this, That they willingly for- 
get or arc 1gnorant that there were Heavens of old, 
and an Earth, ſo and ſo conſtituted; conliſting of 
Water and by Water ; by reaſon whereof that World, 
or thoſe Heavens and that Earth, periſh'd ina Deluge 
of Water. Burt, faith he, the Heavens and the Earth 
that are now, are of another conſtitution, fitred and 
reſerved to another fate, namely to periſh by Fire. 
And after theſe are periſh'd, there will be New Hea- 
vens and a New Earth, according to God's promiſe. 

Thus is an-cafie Paraphraſe, and the plain and ge- 
nuine ſence of the Apoſtle's diſcourſe; and no body, 
I think, would ever look atter any other fence, if this 
did not draw them into paths they do not know, 
and'to concluſions which they do not fancy. This 
ſence, you ſce, hits the objection directly, or the 
Cavil which theſe {cofters made ; and tells them, thar 
they vainly pretend that there hath been no charge 
1n the World ſince the beginning, tor there was one 
ſort of Heavens and Earth betorc the Flood, and an- 
other fort now; the firſt having been deſtroyed ar 
the Deluge. So thac the Apoſltle's argument ſtands 
upon this Foundation, That there 1s a diverſity betwixt 
the preſent Heavens and Earth, and the Ante-diluvian 
Heavens.and Earth; take away that, and you take 

away all the force of his Anſwer. 
Then as to his New Heavens and New Earth after 
the Conflagration, they mult be material and natural, 
in the ſame ſence and fſigmification with the former 
Heavens and Earth ; unleſs you will offer open vio- 
lence to the Text. So that this Triplicity of the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, 1s the firſt, oby1ous, plain ſence 
of the Apoſtle's diſcourſe: which every one would 
readily accept, 1f 1t did not draw after it a long train 
of Conſequences, and lead them into other Worlds 
than they ever thought of before, or are willing to 
enter upon now. 
© But we ſhall have occaſion by and by, ,co examine 
this Text more fully in all its circumſtances. Give me 
leave inthe mean time to obſerve, that S. Paz/ allo 
umplyes that triple Creation 'which S. Peter cxpreſles. 
dS. Paul, ſay, in the 8th chap. to the Rom:ver. 20, hy | 
cells 
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tell us of a Creation that will be redeem'd from Vanity : 
which arc the new Heavens and new Earth to come. 
A Creation in ſubjeftion to Vanity : which 1s the preſent 
ſtate of the World. And a Creation that was ſubjected 
to Vanity, in hopes of being reſtor'd : which was the 
firſt Paradiſiacal Creation. And theſe are the three 
ſtates of the Natural World, which make the ſubject 
of our Theory. 

To theſe two places of St. Peter and St.Paul, I might 
add that third in St. Fohn, concerning the new Hea- 
vens and new Earth ; with that diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter, that the Earth was without a Sea. As this di- 
ſtinguiſherh it from the preſent Earth, fo, being a Re- 
{titution or Reſtauration, as we noted before, it muſt 
be the ſame with ſome former Earth : and conſequent- 
ly, it imphes that there was another precedent ſtate 
of the natural World, to which this 1s a Reſtitution. 
' Theſe three places I alledge, as comprehending and 
confirming the Theory 1n 1ts full extent. Bur we do 
not ſuppole them all of the fame torce and clearnels. 
St. Peter Icads the way, and gives light and ſtrength 
to the other two. When a Point 1s prov'd by one 
clear Text, we allow others, as auxiliaries, that are 
not of the ſame clearneſs';; Burt being open'd, receive 
I;3ght from the primary Text, and reflect it upon the 
Argument. 

So much for the Theory 1n general. We will now 
take one or two principal heads of it, which vertually 
contain all the reſt, and examine them more ſtrictly 
and particularly, in reterence to their agreement with 
Scripture. The two Heads we pitch upon, ſhall be, 
our Explication of the Deluge, and our Explication 
of the new Heavens and new Earth. We told your 
before, thcle two were as the Hinges, upon which all 
the Theory moves, and which hold the parts of it 1n 
firm union one with another. As to the Deluge, it I 
have explain'd that aright, by the Diſruption of the 
Great Abvis, and the Diſlolution of the Earth that co- 
ver'd it, all the reſt follows in ſuch a chain of conſe- 
quences, as cannot be broken. Wheretore 1n order'to 
the proof of that explication, and of all that depends 


upon 1t, 1 will make bold to lay down this Propoſi- 
£10N, 
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tion, That our Hypotheſis concerning the univerſal Deluge, 
35 not onely more agreeable to Reaſon and Philoſophy than 
any other yet propos d to the World, but is alſo more apree- 
able to Scripture. Namely, to ſuch places of Scripture, 
as refle&t upon the Deluge, the Abyſs, and the form of 
the firſt Earth. And particularly,to the Hiſtory of Noah's 
Flood, as recarded by Moſes. 1t 1 can make this good, it 
will, doubtleſs, give ſatisfaction to all intelligent Per- 
ſons. And I dchire their patience, if I proceed ſlowly. 
We will divide our task into parts, and examine them 
ſeparately : Firſt, by Scripture 1n general, and then by 
Moſes his hiſtory and deſcription of the Flood. 

Our Hypotheſis of the Deluge conliſts of three 
principal Heads, or difters remarkably in three things 
from the common explication. Firſt, in that we ſup- 
pole the Antediluvian Earth to have been of another 
Form and conſtitution from the preſent Earth : with 
the Abyſs placed under 1t. 

Secondly, in that we ſuppoſe the Deluge to have 
been made, not by any inundation of the Sca, or over- 


flowing of Fountains and Rivers: nor ( principally ) 
by any cxccls of rains: but by a real diſſolution of 


the exteriour Earth, and diſruption of the Abyſs which 
it cover d. Theſe are the two principal points, to 
which may be added, as a Corollary, 

Thirdly, that the Deluge was not 1n the nature of 
a ſtanding Pool : the Waters lying every where leycl], 
of an cqual depth and with an uniform Surface : bur 
was made by a fluctuation and commotion of the Abyls 


_upon the diſruption: which commotion being over, 
' the Warers retired into their Chanels, and let the dry 


Land appear. 

Thelc are the moſt material and fundamental parts 
of our Hypotheſis : and theſe being prov'd conſo- 
_ to Scripture, there can be no doubt of the 
reſt. 

We begin with the firſt : That the Ante-diluvian 
Earth was of another form and conſtitution from the 
preſent Earth, with the Abyſs placed under it. This 1s 
confirm'd in Scripture, both by ſuch places as aſſert a 
diverſity in general : and by other places that inti- 
mate to us, wherein that diycrſity conſiſted, and what 

was 
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was the form of the firſt Earth. That diſcourſe of St. 
Peter's, which we have ſet betore you, concerning the 
paſt, preſent, and future, Heavens and Earth, is fo full 
a proof of this diverſity in general, that you muſt ci- 
ther allow it, or make the Apoſtle's argumentation of 
no efte&t. He ſpeaks plainly of the natural World, 
The Heavens and the Earth: And he makes a plain di- 
{tinction, or rather oppolition, betwixt thoſe before 
and after the Flood : lo that the leaſt we can conclude 
from his words, 1s a diverfity betwixt them; In antwer 
to that Identity or unmutability of Nature, which the 
Scoffers pretended to have been eyer fince the be- 
g1n01Ng. | 

But tho' the Apoſtle, to me, ſpeaks plainly of the 
Natural World, and diltinguiſhes that which was betore 
the Flood, from the preſent : Yet there are fone that 
will allow neither of thefe ro be contain'd in St. Peter”: 
words; and by that mcans would make this whole 
Diſcourſe of little or no cttect, as to' our pur 21s. 
And ſceing we, on the contrary, have made it tiic 


chict Scrivturc-batis of the whole Theorv of the Earth, 


we arc oblig'd to tree 1t from thoſe falle giofles or 
miſ-interprerations, that leflen the torce of its teſtimo- 
ny, or make it wholly incftectual. 


Thele Interpreters lay, that St. Peter meant no more. 


than to mind theſe Scofters, that the World was once 
deltrov'd by a Dcluge of Water : meaning the Ani- 
mate World, Mankind and living Creatures. And that 
it ſhall be deſtroy'd again by another Element, name- 
ly by Fire. So as there 1s no oppotition or diverſity 
berwixt the two Natural Worlds, taught or intended 
by the Apoſtle ; but onely in reference to their dit- 
ferent farc or manner of periſhing, and not of their 
different nature or conſtitution. 

Here are two main points, you fee, wherein our 1n- 
rerpretations of this diſcourſe of the Apoſtles, differ. 
Fir(t, 1n that they make the Apoſtle (ih that faxth verſe) 
to underitand onely the World Animate, or men and 
brute Creatures. That thele were indeed deſtroy'd, 
but not the Natural World, or the form and conſfti- 
cuction of the then Earth and Heavens. Secondly, that 
there 15 no diycriity or oppoſition made by St. Perer 

betwixt 


-- 
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betwixt the ancient Heavens and Earth, and the pre- *- 
ſent, as to their form and conſtitution. We pretend 
that theſe are miſ-apprehenſions, or nulſ-repreſentati- 
ons of the ſence of the Apoſtle in both reſpects, and 
offer thele reaſons to prove them to be fo. "SITY 

For the firſt point ; That the Apoſtle ſpeaks here 
of the natural World, particularly in the 6th. Verſe : 
and that 1t periſh'd, as well as the animate, theſe Con- 
{iderations ſeem to prove. | 

Firſt, becaule the argument or ground theſe. Scot- 
fers went upon, was taken trom the natural World, 
its conſtancy and permanency in the ſame ſtate from 
the beginning ; rherctore 1t the Apoſtle anſwers ad 7- 
dem, and takes away ther argument, he muſt under- 
ſtand the ſame natural World, and ſhow that it hath 
been chang'd, or hath periſh'd. | 

You will ſay, 1t may be, the Apoſtle doth not deny, 
nor take away the ground they went upon, but denies 


\ the conſequence they- made from it; that therefore 


there would be no change, becauſe there had been none. 
No, neither doth he do this, 1t by the World 1n the 


6th. Verle, he underſtands Mankind onely ; tor their 
ground was this, there hath been no change in the natu- 
ral World ; Their conſequence, this, therefore there will 
be none, nor any” Conflagration. Now the Apoſtle's 
anſwer, according to you, 1s this, you forget that Man- 
kind hath been deſtroyed in a Deluge. And what then ? 
what's this to the natural World, whercof they were 
ſpcaking * this takes away neither antecedent nor con- 
{equent, neither ground nor inference; nor any way 
toucheth their argument, which proceeded trom the 
natural World'to the natural World. Therctorc you 
muſt ether ſuppole that the Apoſtle takes away their 
ground, or he takes away nothing. 

Secondly, what 1s 1t that the Apoſtle tells theſe Scot. 
fers they were 1gnorant of ? that there was a Deluge, 
that deſtroycd Mankind ? They could not be 1gno- 
rant of that, nor pretend to be ſo; It was theretorc 
the conſtitution of thoſe old Heavens and Earth, and 
the change or deſtruction of them at the Deluge, that 
they were ignorant of, or did not attend to; and of 
this the Apoſtle minds them. Thele Scofters appear 

(0 
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to have been Jews by the phraſe they uſe, fence the 
Fathers fell aſteep, which 1n both parts of it 1s a Judai- 
cal expreſſion ; And does St. Peter tell the Fews that 
bad Moſes read to them every Sabbath, that they were 
ignorant that Mankind was once deſtroyed with a Deluge 
in the Days of Noah ? or could they pretend to be 1g- 
norant of that without making themſelves ridiculous 
both to Jews and Chriſtians? Befides, thele do not 
ſcem to have been of the vulgar amongſt them, for 
they bring a Philoſophical argument for their opini- 
on; and allo in-their very argument they reter to the 


Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, in ſaying, Since the Fa- , Te wa: 
thers fel! aſeep, among(t which Fathers, Noah was one gk the 
ews that 
of the moſt remarkable. | ras 
, perpetuity 


and immutability of Nature ; and Maimoniaes himiclt was of this principle, and gives the ſame 
reaſon for it with the Scoffers here in the Text, Luod munars retiner & ſequitur conſuetudinem 
{uam, And as to thoſe of the Jews that were Ariſtoteleans, w was very ſuitable to their princi- 
ples to hold the incorrupribility of rhe World, as their Maſter did. /34. Mea. in loc. 


Thirdly, the delign of the Apoſtle 1s to prove to 
them, or to diſpoſe them to the belict of the Confla- 
gration, or future deſtruction of the World; which 
I ſuppole you will nor deny to be a deſtruction of the 
natural World ;; theretore to prove or per{wade this, 
he muſt uſe an argument taken from a precedent de- 
ſtruction of the natural World; for to giye an in- 
ſtance of the periſhing of Mankind onely, would: not 
rcach home to his purpoſe. And you are to obſerve. 
here that the Apoſtle does not proceed againſt them 
barcly by authority ; for what would that have boot- 
ed? If theſe Scoffters would have ſubnutted to autho- 
rity, they had already the authority of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles, in this point : but he deals with them 
at their own weapon, and oppoſes reaſons to reaſons ; 
What hath been done may be done, and it the natu- 
ral World hath bcen once dcſtroyed, 'tis not hard, 
nor unreaſonable, to ſuppoſe thoſe Prophecies to be 
true, that ſay. it ſhall be deſtroyed again. 

 Fourthly, unleſs we underſtand here the natural 
World, we make the Apoſtle both redundant in his 
diſcourſe, arid allo very obſcure in an ecafie argument. 
It his delign was onely co tell them that Mankind 
was once dcſtroy'd in a Deluge, what's that to the 

*þ Heavens 
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Heavens and the Earth? the 5th. Verſe would be ſu- 
perfluous z which yer he ſcems to make the founda- 
tion of his diſcourſe. He might have told them how 
Mankind had periſh'd before with a Deluge, and ag- 
gravatcd that deſtruction as much as he pleas'd,with- 
out telling them how the Heavens and the Earth were 
conſtituted then ; what was that to the purpoſz, if it 
had no dependance or connection with the other ? 
In the precedent Chapter, Verſe 5th. when he ſpeaks 
enely of the Floods deſtroying Mankind, he mentions 
nothing of the Heavens or the Earth: and if you 
make him to intend no more here, what he ſays more 
1s ſuperfluous. 

I alſo add, that you make the Apoſtle very obſcure 
and operoſe in a very ecaſic argument. How eaſic 
had it becn for him, without this Apparatus, to have 
told them, as he did before, that God brought a Flood 
upon the World of the ungodly ; and not given us 
ſo much difficulty to underſtand his ſence, or ſuch a 
ſuſpicion and appearance, that he intended ſomething 
more ; for that there 1s at leaſt a great appearance 
and tendency to a further ſence, I think none can 
deny ; And St. Auſtin, Didymus Alex. Bede, as we ſhall 
ſee hereafter, underſtood it plainly of the natural 
World : Alſo modern Expoſitors and Criticks ; as Ca- 


jetan, Eftins, Drufius, Heinfius, have extended it to the 


natural World, more or leſs; tho' they had no Theo- 
ry to miſlead them, nor ſo much as an hypotheſis to 
ſapport them ; but attended onely to the tenor of 
the Apoſtle's diſcourle, which conſtrain'd them to that 
ſence, m whole or 1n part. 
Fifthly, the oppoſition carries 1t upon the natural 
World. The oppoſition lies betwixt the of tran: 
Sear! 2 3 and 6 vi» vearo: 9 94, the Heavens that were 
of old, and the Earth, and the prefent Heavens and 
Earth, or the two natural Worlds. And if they will 
not allow them to be oppos'd in their natures (which 
yet we ſhall prove by and by) at leaſt they muſt be 
opposd 1n their fate; and as This 1s to periſh by 
fire, ſo That periſh'd by watcr; And if it pcriſh'd 
by warer, it periſh'd ; which 1s all we contend for at 
preſcnr. 

Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, if we would be as cafily govern'd in the ex- 
poſition of this place, as we are of other places of 
Scripture, it would be enough to ſuggeſt, that in rea- 
ſon and fairneſs of interpretation, the ſame World is 
deſtroy'd in the 6th verſe, that was deſcrib'd in the 
foregoing verſe ; but 1t 15 the Natural World that is 
deſcrib'd there, the Heavens and the Earth, fo and fo 
conſticuted ; and therefore 1n fairneſs of interpretation 
they ought to be underſtood here; that World be- 
ing the ſubje&t that went 1mmediately before, and 
there being nothing 1n the words that reſtrains them 
to the animate World or to Mankind. In the 24 ch. 
wer. 5. the Apoſtle does reſtrain the word *4<uw@- by 
adding «Bar, the World of the ungodly; but here *ris 
not only iIlmited, but according to the. context, 
both preceding and following, to be extended to 
the Natural World. 1I ſay by the following context 
too, for ſo it afiſwers to the World that 1s to periſh 


by Eire; which will reach the frame of Nature as 
well as Mankind. - 


For a concluſion of chis firſt point, I will ſet down 


S. Auſtin's jadgment in this caſe ; who in ſcveral parts 
of his works hath interpreted this place of S. Peter, of 
the natural world. As to the heavens, he hath theſe 
words 1n his Expoſition upon Genefts, Hos etiam aerios 
celos quondam periiſſe Diluvio, in quadam earum que 
Canonica appellantur, Epiſtols legimus. We read in one 
of the Epiſtles called Canonical, meaning this of S. Pe- 
ter's, that the aerial heavens periſh'd in the Deluge. And 
he concerns himſelf there to let you know that it 
was not the ſtarry heavens that were deſtroy'd; the 
waters could not reach ſo high; but the regions of 
our air. Then afterwards he Path theſe words Faci- 
livs eos ( coxlos ) ſecundum illins Epiſtole authoritatem 
credimus periiſſe, © alios, ſucut ibi [oibitar, repoſitos. We 
do more eaſily believe, according to the authority of that 
Epiſtle, thoſe heavens to have periſh'd; and others, as it 
is there written, ſubſtituted in their place. In hke man- 
ncr, and to the ſame ſence, che hath theſe words up- 
on Pſal. 101. Aerii utique cali perierunt ut propingqui 
7 errts, ſecundum quod icuntur volucres celi : ſunt au- 
tem & celi celorum, ſuperiores in Firmamento, ſed utrum 
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& ipft perituri ſint igni, an hi ſoli, qui etiam diluvio 
perterunt, diſceptatio eft aliquanto ſcrupulofior inter doftos. 
And in his Book de Civ. Dei, he hath ſeveral paflages 
to the ſame purpoſe, | uemadmodum in Apoſtolica ill 
Epiſtoli a toto pars accipitur, quod diluvio periiſſe diflus 
*1 mundus, quamvis ſola ejus cum ſuis celis pars ima pe- 
rierit. Thele being to the ſame effect with the firſt 
Citation, I need not make them Engliſh; and this laſt 
place refers to the Earth as well as the Heavens, as 
ſeveral other places in S. Azſtin do, whereof we ſhall 
g1Vec you an account, when we come to ſhew his judg- 
ment concerning the ſecond point, the diverſity of the 
ante-diluc*zn and poſt-diluvian World. This being bur 
a forctaſte of his good will and inclinations towards 
this doctrine. 

Theſe conſiderations alledg'd, ſo tar as I can judge, 
arc full and unanſwerable proofs, that this diſcourſe 
of the Apoſtle's comprehends and refers to the Natu- 
ral World; and conſequently they warrant our 1n- 
terpretation 1n this particular, and deſtroy che con- 
trary. We have but one ſtep more to make good, 
That there was a change made in this natural world at 
the Deluge, according to the Apoſtle; and this 1s to 
confute the ſecond part of their interpretation, which 
ſuppoſeth that S. Peter makes no diſtinction or oppo- 
ſiton berwixt the antcdiluvian Heavens and Earth, 
and the preſent Heavens and Earth, in that reſpect. 

This ſecond difference berwixt us, methinks, 1s ill 
harſher than the firſt; and contrary to the very form, 
2s well as to the matter of the Apoſtle's diſcourſe. 
For there 15a plain antitheſis, or oppoſition made be- 
twixt the Heavens and the Earth of old ( ver.the 5th ) 
and the Heavens and the Earth that are now ( verſe 
the 7th ) vi EXTAAGQ BEAVO!L x) ” yn and 01 voy & @Xv01 x 7 yn, 
ahd the adverſative particle, but, you ce marks the 
oppoſition ; fo that 1t is full and plain according to 
Grammar and. Logick. And that the parts or mem- 
bers of this oppolition differ in nature from one 
another, js certain from this, becauſe otherwiſe the 
Apoftle's argument or diſcourſe is of no effte&t, con- 
cludes nothing to the purpoſe; he makes no anſwer 
to the objection, nor proyes any thing againſt the 

Scofters, 
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Scoffers, unleſs you admit that diverſity. For they 
ſaid, All things had been the ſame from the beginning 
in the Natural World, and unleſs he ſay, as he mami- 
teſtly does, that there hath been a change in Nature, 
and that the Heavens and Earth ” that are now, are 
different from the ancient Heavens and Earth, which 
periſh'd at the Flood, he ſays nothing to deſtroy their 
argument, nor to confirm the Prophetical doctrine 
of the future deſtruction of the Natural World. 

This, I think, would be enough to ſatisfic any clear 
and free mind concerning the meaning of the Apoſtle 
but becaule I defire to give as full a light to this 
place as I can, and to put the ſence of it our of 
controverlic, it poſhible, for the future, I will 
make ſome further: remarks to confirm this expo- 
{1t10n. 

And we may obſerve that ſeveral of thoſe reaſons 
which we have given to prove, That the Natural 
World 1s underſtood by S. Peter, are double reaſons 
and do alſo prove the other point 1n queſtion, a di- 
verſity betwixt the two Natural Worlds, the Anti-dilu- 
vian and the preſent. As for inſtance, unleſs you 
admit this diverſity betwixt the two natural Worlds, 
you make. the 5th verſe in this Chaprer ſuperfluous 
and uſeleſs: and you muſt ſuppoſe the Apoſtle to 
make an inference here without premiſes. In the 
6th werſe he makes an inference, * Whereby the * or 3, 
World, that then was, periſh'd in a Deluge; what?7 Val 
does this whereby relate to? by reaſon of what? ſure re», Beza. 
of the particular conſtitution of the Heavens and Z'Groa. © 
the Earth immediately betore delcribd. Neither New ime 
would it have ſignificd any thing to the Scoffers, for ii: »/ 5, 
the Apoſtle to have told them how the Ante-diluvian Fer. quas a 
Heavens and Earth were conſtituted, if they were % aquas. 


conſtituted juſt in the ſame manner as the prefent. 775 © 


argument a- 
| _, tionem Apo- 
ſtolicam tolleret, ſupponeretque illuſores illos ignoriſſe quod olim fuerit Dilnvinm ; Quoa ſuppo- 
ni noa poſſe ſupr# oſt endimns. 


Beſides, what is it, as I ask'd before, that the Apoſtle 
tells theſe Scoffers they were ignorant of? docs he not 
ſay formally and cxpreſly ( ver. 5.) that they were 1g- 
norant that the Heavens and the Earth were cone 

rute 
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cuted ſo and fo, before the Flood ? bur if they were 

conſtitured as theſe preſent Heavens and Earth are, 

they were not 1gnorant of their conſtitution ; nordid 

pretend to be ignorant, for their own (muſtaken) ar- 
gument ſuppoſerh ir. 

But before we proceed any further, give me leave 

to note the 1impropriety of our Tranſlation, in the 52h. 

Verſe, or latter part of it ; 'EZ 5arG. & If vdrwr (vel 

Ii SaTO) overrun y This we tranſlate ftanding in the 

water, and out of the water, which 1s done maniteſtly in 

compliance with the preſent form of the Earth, and 

the notions of the Tranſlators: and not according to 

- This hea DE DAtural force and fence of the Greek words. If 

or manner of ONE MET With thus ſentence * in a Greek Author, who 

meees vet 2% Would ever render it ſtanding in the water and out of 


yeu cu Vel © 

o 1 on the water ? Nor do I know any Latin Tranſlator that 
chore and wpon hath ventur'd to render them 1n that ſence ; nor any 
Plero faith, oi Latin Father ; St. Auſtin and St. Jerome I'me ſure do 
rooms Tn 2-not, but Conſiſtens ex aqua, or de aqua, & per aquam: 
, Mere > tor that later phraſe allo GUYET av EY S270. does not 
bur te + that with ſo good propricty ſignihe ro ftand in the water, 
prada a5" tO COnfiſt or ſubſiſt by watcr, or by the help of 


ſtands eur of ater, Tanquam per cauſam ſuſtinentem ; as St. Auſtin 


fire, water, &c. ; 
would be. and Jerome render it. Neither does that inſtance 
Uu {- » , 
cher Grecian, TNCY give from 1 Pet. 3. 20. prove any thing to the 
ok Ene CONTTAry, for the Ark was fuſtain'd by the waters, and 
hraſe is usd | | #8" 
preaſe i w4 the Engliſh docs render 1t accordingly. 


yaclirus his 0- ; ; —_— 
pinion, 7? mime cu, 7V235 CVERLYELy IX; ig GTO e&reaexX And alſo in Thales his,which is ſtill nearer to 


the ſubject, & 7% STE, pno, ovvintras mare, Which Cicero renders, ex aqua, dixit, conſtare omnia, So that 


it is eaſe to know the true importance of this phraſe, and how ul] it is render'd in the Engliſh, /tanding our of the 


Wwefer, 


The Tranſlation being thus rectified, you ſee the 
ance-diluvian Heavens and Earth conſiſted of Water, 
and by watcr ; which makes way for a ſecond obſer- 
vation to prove our ſence of the Text ; for 1t you ad- 
mit no diverſity berwixt thoſe Heavens and Earth, 
and the preſent, ſhew us 'pray, how the preſcnt Hea- 
vens and Earth conſiſt of water, and by water. What 
watery conſtitution have they ? The Apoſtle imphes 
rather, that The now Heavens and Earth have a fiery 
conſtitution. We have now Meteors of all forts in 
the air, winds, hail, ſnow, lightning, thunder, and all 

things 
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things engender'd of fiery exhalations, as well as we 

have rain; but according to our Theory, the ante- 5+ 2c 5 
diluvian Heavens, of all theſe Meteors had none but © © 
dews and rain, or watery Meteors onely ; and there- 

fore might very aptly be ſaid by the Apoſtle to be 
conſtituted of water, or to have a watery «vraov. Then 

the Earth was ſaid to confift by water, becauſe it was 

built upon 3t, and at firſt was ſuſtain'd by it. And 

when ſuch a Key as this 1s put into our hands, that 

does fo cafily unlock this hard paſſage, and makes it 
intclligiblc, according to the juſt force of the words, 

why ſhould we pertinaciouſly adhere to an interpreta- 

tion, that neither agrees with the words, nor makes winter you 


any ſence that 1s' conſiderable? refer the words 
5 wdeT. », 


, | JI) CNT. le- 
parately, to the Heavens and the Earth, or both to the Earth, or both to both, it will make no great difference 
45 to our interpretation, 


Thirdly, If the Apoſtle had made the ante-diluvian 
Heavens and Earth the ſame with the preſcnt, his apo- 
doſis in the 7th. Verſe, ſhould not have been % 9+ »5, 
vexvoi, but x of auroi veavo: *j 1 yn Tehnoaugroptyu Hig, RC, 
I fay, it ſhould not have been by way of antitheſis, 
but of identity or continuation 3 Ard the ſame Hea- 
wens and Earth are kept in ſtore reſerd unto fire, Oc. 
Accordingly we ſce the Apoſtle ſpeaks thus, as to the 
Logos, or the Word of God, Verſe 7. 74 avry ys, by 
the ſame Word of God ; where the thing 1s the ſame, he 
expreſſeth it as the, ſame; And 1f it had been the 
ſame Heavens and Farth, as well as the fame Word 
of God, Why ſhould he uſe a mark of oppoſition 
for the one, and of identity for the other ? to this 1 
do not ſee what can be fairly anſwer'd. 

Fourthly, the ante-diluvian Heavens and Earth were 
different from the preſent, becauſe, as thc Apoſtle in- 
timates, they were ſuch, and ſo conſtituted, as made 
them obnoxious to a Deluge; whereas ours are of 
fach a form, as makes them incapable of a Deluge, 
_ obnoxious to a Conflagration ; the juſt contrary 
arc. 

If you ſay there was nothing of natural tendency 
or diſpoſition 1n either World to their reſpective fate, 
but the firſt might as well have periſh'd by fire, as 

WALCT, 


Thecy. 
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water, and this by water as by fire, you unhinge all 
Nature and natural providence in that method, and 
contradi&t one main ſcope of the Apoſtle 1n this dif. 
courſe. His firſt ſcope 1s to aflert, and mind them of 
that diverſity there was betwixt the ancient Heavens 
and Earth, and the preſent; and from that, to prove 
againſt thoſe Scoffers, that there had been a change 
and revolution in Nature; And his ſecond {cope ſeems 
to be this, to ſhow that diverſity to be ſuch, as, under 
the Divine conduct, leads to a different fate, and ex- 
posd that World to a Deluge ; for when he had de- 
{crib'd the conſtitution of the firſt Heavens and Earth, 
he lubjoyns, $i wr 6 TOTE x00 GO» Ian: waTtaxAvaas aNOAETO. 
Quia tals erat, ſaith Grotius, qualem diximus, conſlitutio 
& Terre © Celii WHEREBT the then World pe- 
riſhd in a Flood of Water. This whereby notes ſome 
kind of cauſal dependance, and muſt relate to ſome 
means or conditions precedent. It cannot relate to 
Logos, or the Word of God, Grammar will not permit 
that; therefore it muſt rclate to the ſtate of the ante- 


diluvian Heavens and Earth immediacecly premis'd. 
And to what purpoſe indeed ſhould he premile the 


deſcription of thoſe Heavens and Earth, if 1t was not 
to lay a ground for this inference? . 

Having given theſe Reaſons for the neceflity of this 
Interpretation; in the laſt place, lets conſider St. Au- 
ftin's jadgment, and his ſence upon this place, as to 
che point in queſtion.” As allo, the reflections that 
ſome other of the Ancients have"made upon this do- 
Eine of St. Peter's. Didymus Alexandrinus, who was 
for ſome time St. Zerome's Maſter, made {uch a ſeverc 
reflection upon it, that he ſaid this Epiſtle was cor- 
rupted, and ſhould not be admitted into the Canon, 
becaule 1t raught the: doctrine of a 7riple or Triforne 
World 1n this third Chapter. As you may fee 1n his 
Enarr. in Epiſt. Canonicas, Now this threetold World 
is firſt that 1n the 67h. Vere, The World that then was. 
In the 7th. Veric, The Heavens and the Earth that are 
now. And 1n the 13th. Verlc, We expeit new Heavens 
and a new Earth, according to his promiſe. This ſecms 
to be a fair account that. St. Peter taught the doctrine 
of a triple World ; And I quote this teſtimony, to 

ſhow 
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ſhow what St. Peter's words do naturally import, 
even in the judgment of one that was not of! his 
mind. And a Man 1s not, prone to make an expofi- 
tion againſt his own Opimion, unleſs he think the 
words very pregnant and expreſs. 

But St. Azftin owns the authority of this Epiſtle, 
and of this doctrine, as deriv'd from it, taking notice 
of this Text of St. Peter's 1n ſeyeral Parts of his Works. 
We have noted three or four places already to this 
purpoſe, and we may further take norice of feyeral 
paſſages in his Treatiſe, de Civ, Dei, which confirm our 
expoſition. In his 207th. Book, <<. 24. he diſputes a- 
gainſt Porphyry, who had the ſame Principles with 
theſe Zcernaliſts in the Text; or, if I may fo call 
them, Incorruptarians ; and thought the World never 
had, nor ever would undergo any change, cſpecially 


as to the Heavens. St. Auſtin could not urge Porphyry 


with the authority of St. Peter, for he had no venera- 
tion for the Chriſtian Oracles ; but it ſeems he had 
ſome for the Zewijh, and arguing againſt him, upon 
chat Text in the Pſalms, Cel: peribunt, he ſhows upon 
occaſion how he underſtands Sr. Peter's deſtruction of 
the Old World. Legitur Calum & Terra tranſibunt, 
Mundus tranſit, ſed puto quod preterit, tranſit, tranſibunt 
aliquanto mitius didta ſunt quam peribunt. In Epiſtola 
quoque Petri Apoſtoli, ubi aqua inundatus, qui tum erat, 
periifſe diftus eft Mundus, ſatis clarum eſt que pars mundi 
4 roto ſignificata eft, & quatenus periiſſe difa ſit, & qui 
cali repoſuti igni reſervandi. This he explains more 
tully atteryards by ſubjoyning a caution (which we 
cited before) that we muſt not underſtand this paſ- 
ſage of St. Peter's, concerning the deſtruction of the 
ante diluvian World, to take in the whole Univerſe, 
and the higheſt Heavens, bur onely the acrial Hea- 
'vens, and the ſublunary World. In Apoſtolica ill; E- 
piſtols 4 toto pars accipitur, quod Diluvio peritfſe diftus 
eſt mundus, quamvis ſola ejus, cam ſuis calis, pars ima pe- 
rierit. In that Apoſtolical Epiſtle, a part is Jnifed by 
the whole, when the World is ſaid to have periſh'd in the 
Deluge, although the lower part of it onely, with the Hea- 
vens belonging 10 it, periſhed: that 1s, the Earth with the 
xcg1ons of the Air that —_ to 1t. And conſonant 
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to this, in his expoſition of that hundred and firſt 
Plalm, upon thoſe words, Zhe Heavens are the work of 
thy hands, They ſhall periſh, but thou Jhalt endure. This 
periſhing of the Heavens, he ſays, S. Peter tells us, 
hath been once donealready, namely, at the Deluge ; 
Aperte dixit hoc Apoſtolus Petrus, Cali erant olim G& 
= de aqua © per aquam conftituti, Dei werho ;; 
per quod qui fatus eſi mid, aqua inundatus deperitt ; 
Terra autem Q& cali qui nunc ſunt, igni reſervantur. Jam 
ergo dixit periifſe celos per Diluvium. 

Theſe 4 yas ſhew us that S. Azftin undcrſtood 


 $. Peter's diſcourſe to aim at the natural World, and 


his periit or periiſſe ( verſe 6.) to be of the ſame force 
as peribunt in the Plalms, when 'tis ſaid the Heavens 


Jhall periſh; and conſequemly that the Heavens and 


the Earth, in this Father's opinion, were as really 
chang'd and transform'd at the time of the Flood, as 
they will be at the Conflagration. But we muſt nor 
expect from S. Aſtin or any of the Ancients a diſtinct 
account of this Apoſtolical doctrine, as it they knew 
and acknowledg'd the Theory of the firſt World; 
that does not at all appear ; but what they ſaid was 
cither from broken Tradition, or cxtorted from them 
by the force of the Apoſtle's words and their own 
{1ncerity. 

There arc yet other places in S. Auſtin worthy our 
conſideration upon this ſubject ; eſpecially his expo- 
fitzon of this 23d chap. of S. Peter, as we find it in 
that ſame Treatiſe de Civ. Dei, There he compares 
again, the deſtruction of the World at the Dcluge, 
with that,/which ſhall be at the Conflagration, and 
luppelcth both the Heavens and Earth to have 
periſh'd. Apoſtolus commemorans fattum ante Diluvium, 
videtur admonuiſſe quodemmodo quatenus in fine hujus 
ſecult mundum >" og eſſe credamus. Nam & 
ills tempore. pertifſe dixit, qui tunc erat, mundum ; nec 
ſolum orbem: terre, verum etiam celos, 'Then giving his 
uſual caution, That the Stars and ſtarry heavens ſhould 
not be comprehended in that mundane deſtruction, 
He goes on, Argze hoc modo ( pene totus acr ) cum 
terra perierat; cujus Terre utique prior facies ( nempe 
ante- diluyiana ) faerat deleta Dilunio. Qui autem = 

| UNt 
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ſunt celi G terra eodem werbo repoſiti ſunt igni reſervai- 
di; Proinde qui cali & qua Terra, id eft, qui mundus, 
pro eo mundo qui Diluvio periit, ex eadem aqua repoſitus 
eft, ipſe igni noviſſmo reſervatur. Here you ſee S. Au- 
ftin's ſence upon the whole matter ; which is this, 
That the natural World, the Earth with the Heavens 
about it, was deſtroyed and chang'd at the Deluge 
into the preſent Heavens and Earth ;- which ſhall 
again in like manner be deſtroyed and changd by 
the laſt fre. Accordingly mn another place, to add 
no more, he ſaith the figure of the ( ſublunary ) 
world ſhall be chang'd at the Conflagration, as it 
was chang'd at the Deluge. 7unc figura hujus mun- 
dr, &C. cap. 16. | 

Thus you ſec, we have S. Auſtin on our fide, in 
both parts of our interpretation ; that S. Peter's dif- 
courſe 1s to be referrd to the natural inanimate 
World, and that the preſcnt natural World 1s di- 
{tinct and different from that which was before the 
Deluge. And S. Auſtin having applycd this cxpreſly 


to S. Peter's doctrine by way of Commentary, 1t will. 


free us from any crime or afftectarion of {ingularity in 
the expoſition we have given of that place. 
Venerable Bede hath followed S. Auſtin's tootſteps in 
this doctrine; for, interpreting S. Peters Original 
World ( &pyai6. KionO-) 2 Pet. 2.5. he refers both 
that and this ( chap. 3.6.) to the natural inanimate 
World, 'which he ſuppoſerh to have undergone a 
change at the Deluge. His words arc theſe, idem ipſe 
mundus eſt (nempe quoad materiam ) in quo nunc 
humanum genus habitat, quem inhabitaverunt hi qui 
ante diluvium fuerunt, ſed tamen rette Originalis Mun- 
dus, quaſi alins, dicitur ; quia ſicut in conſequentibus hu- 
jus Fpiſlole ſcriptum continetur, Ile tunc mundus aqud 
mundatus periit. Corlis videlicet qui erant prius, 1d 
cit, cunttis aeris hujus turbulenti ſpacits, aquarum accre- 
fſcentium altitudine conſumptis, ac Terra in alteram fa- 


ciem, excedentibus aquis, immutata. Nam etfi montes_ 


eliqui atque convalles ab initio fati creduntur, non ta- 
men tanti quanti nunc in orbe cernuntur univerſo. *Tis 
the ſame World ( namely, as to the matter and ſub- 
fance of 1t ) which mankind lives in now, and did live 
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in before the Flood, but yet that is truly call'd the OR L 
GINAL WORLD, being as it were another from the 
preſent. For *tis ſaid in the ſequel of this Epiſtle that 
the World that was then , periſh d in the Deluge; name- 
ly, the regions of the air were conſumed by the height and 
exceſs of the waters, and by the ſame waters the Earth 
was chang d into another form or face. For although ſome 
Mountains and Valleys are thought to have been made 
from the beginning, yet not ſuch great ones as now we ſee 
throughout the whole Earth. 

You ſee this Author does not only own a change 
made at the Deluge, but offers at a further explica- 
tion wherein that change conſiſted, viz. that the 
Mountains and incqualities of the Earth were made 
greater than they were before the Flood ; and ſo he 
makes the change or the difterence betwixt the two 
Worlds gradual, rather than ſpecifical, if I may fo 
term 1t. But we cannot wonder at that, it he had 


, No principles to carry it further, or to make any 


De 6. aicr. 


. CYeAal, 


other ſort of change intelligible ro him. Bede alſo 
purſues the ſame ſence and noton in his 1nterpreta- 
cion of that fountain, Gen. 2.5. that watered the face 


of the Earth before the Flood. And many other 
tranſcribers of Antiquity have recorded this Tradition 
concerning a difference, gradual or ſpecifical, both in 
the Ante-diluvian heavens ( Gloſs. Ordin. Gen. 9.de Iride. 
Lyran. ibid. Hiſt. Scholaft. c. 35. Rab.Maurus G& Glofſ.Inter. 
Gen. 2. 5, 6. Alcuin.Qucſt. in Gen. inter. 135.) and in the 
Ante-diluvian Earth, as the ſame Authors witneſs in 
other places. As Hiſt. Schol.c.34.Glofſ.Ord.in Gen. 7. AL. 
cxin. Inter. 118,Gc. Not to inſtance in thoſe that tell 
us the properties of the Ante-diluvian World under 
the name and notion of Paradiſe. 

Thus much concerning this remarkable place in 
S. Peter, and the true expoſition of it; which I have 
the more largely infifted upon, becauſe I look upon - 
this place as the chief repoſitory of that great natu- 
ral myſtery, which in Scripture 15 communicated to 
us; concermng the Triple ſtate or revolution of the 
World. And of thoſe men that are ſo ſcrupulous to 
admit the Theory we have propos'd, I would willing- 


ly know whether they belicye the Apoſtle in —_ he 
: ays 
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ſays concerning the New Heavens and the New Earth 
to come, ver. 13. and it they do, why they ſhould nor 
believe him as much concerning the 0/d Heavens and 
the 01d Earth, paſt; ver.5, & 6. which he mentions as 
formally, and deicribes more diſtinctly than the o- 
ther. - Rut if they belicye neither 'paſt nor +to come; 
in a natural ſence, but an unchangeable ſtate of Na- 
ture from the Creation to 1ts anmiuilation, I leave 
them then ro their Fcllow Eternaliſts in the Text, and 
to thie character or cenſure the Apoſtle gives them, 
Karz Tas iSias avrwoy emu; Topevepy, ot, [N1CH that g0 by 
their own private humour and pathons, and prefer 
that to all other evidence. 

They deſerve this cenſure, I am ſure, it they do 
not-only disbeheve, but allo icoft, at this Prophetick 
and Apoltolick doctrine concerning the Vicifſitudes 
of Nature and a triple World; The Apoſile in this 
diſcourſe does formally diltinguiſh three Worlds ( for 
*Ttis well known that the Hebrews have no word to 
ſignifie the natural World, but uſe that Periphraſis, 
The Heavens and the Earth ) and upon each ot them 
engraves a name and title, that bears a note of di- 
ſtinction in it; He calls them the 01d Heavens and 
Farth, the Preſent Heavens and Farth, and the New 
Heavens and Earth. *T1s true, thele three are one, as 
tw matter and ſubſtance; but they mult differ as ro 
form and propcrtics ; otherwiſe what is the ground 
of this diſtinction and of thele three diftcrent appella- 
tions ? Suppole the Zews had expected Ezekiel's Temple 
tor the Third, and laſt, and moſt perfect ; and that 
in the time of the ſecond Temple they had ſpoke of 
them with this diſtinction, or under theſe different 
names, The 01d Temple, the Preſent Temple, and the 
New Temple we expect : Would any have underſtood 
thoſe three of one and the ſame Temple; never de- 
moliſh'd, never chang'd, never rebuwlt; always the 
{ame both as tro materials and form? no, doubt- 
Ic(s, but of three leveral Temples ſucceeding one an- 
other. And have we not the ſame rcalon to under- 
{tand this Temple of the World, whereot S. Peter 
{peaks, to be threctold 1n ſuccefſion ? ſeeing he does 
as plainly difttnguifly 1t 1nto the 0/d heayens and 
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carth, the Preſent heavens and carth, and the New 
heavens and carth. And Ido the more willingly uſe 
this compariſon of the Temple, becauſe it hath been 
thought an Emblem of the ourward World. 

I know we are naturally averſe to entertain any 
thing that is inconſiſtent with the general frame and 
texture of our own thoughts ; That's to begin the 
World again z and we often reject ſuch things with- 
out examination. Neither do I wonder thar the ge- 
ncrality of Interpreters beat down the Apoſtle's words 
and fence to their own notions ; They had no other 
grounds to go upon, and Men are not willing, eſpe- 
cially in natural and comprehenſible things, to pur 
ſuch a meaning upon Scripture, as 1s minced to 
themſelves ; They rather yenture to offer a little yio- 
lence to the words, that they may pitch the ſence at 
ſuch a convenient height, as their Principles will reach 
to. And therefore though ſome of our modern Inter- 
preters, whom I mention d betore, have been ſenſible 
of the natural rendency of this diſcourſe of St. Peter's, 
and have much ado to bear off the force of the words, 
ſo as not to acknowledge that they import a real di- 
verſity betwixt the two worlds ſpoken of; yet having 
no Principles to guide or ſupport them in following 
that Tract, they are forc'd to ſtop or divert another 
way. 'Tis like entering into the mouth of a Cave, we 
are not willing to venture further than the light goes. 
Nor are they much to blame for this'; the faulc is 
onely in thoſe 'Perſons that continue wiltully in their 
darkneſs, and when they cannot otherwiſe reſiſt che 
light, ſhur their cyes againſt ic, or turn their head an- 
other way.---—-— but I am afraid I have ſtaid roo long 
upon this argument : not for my own ſake, but to fa- 
tisfie others. 

You may pleaſc to remember that all that I have 
ſaid hitherto, belongs onely to the firſt Head : To 
prove a Diverſity in general betwixt the Ante-diluvian 
Heayens and Earth, and the preſent : not expreſſing 
what their particular form was. And this general d1i- 
verſity may be argued allo by obſervations taken 
from Moſes his hiſtory of the World, before and after 
the Flood. From the Longeyity of the —— 
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The Rain-bow appearing after the Deluge : and the 
breaking open an Abyſs capable to overflow the Earth. 
The Heavens that had no Rainbow, and under whoſe $« 75 
benign and teddy influence, Men liv'd feven, eight, 9% * 
nine hundred years and upwards, muſt have been of 
a diffcrent aſpect and conſtitution from the preſent 
Heavens. And that Earth that had ſuch an Abyſs, 
that the diſruption of it made an univerſal Deluge, 
muſt have been of another form than the preſent 
Earth. And thoſe that will not admut a diverſity in 
the two worlds, are bound to give us an intelligible 
account of thele Phzxnomena : How they could pol- 
fibly be in Heavens and Earth, like the prefent. Or it 
they were there once, why they do not continue ſo 
ſtill, if Nature be the fame. 

We need fay no more, as to the Ante-diluvian Hea- 
vens: bur as to the Earth,we muſt now, according to 
the ſecond Part of the firſt Head ; enquire, It char Par- 
ticular Form,which we have aſhgn'd it before the Flood, 
be agreeable to Scripture. You know how we have dc- 
{crib'd the Form and firuation of that Earth: namely, 
that it was built over the Abyls, as a regular Orb, 
covering and incompaſhng the waters round abour : 
and founded, as 1t were, upon them. There are many 
paſſages oÞ Scripture that favour this deſcription: 
Some more expreſly, others upon a due explication. 
To this purpoſe there arc two expreſs Texts m the 
'Plalms': as Pfel. 24. 1, 2. The Earth is the Lords, and 
the fulneſs thereof : The habitable World, and they that 
dwell therein. FOR he has founded it upon * the Seas,and., 
eftabliſh'd it upon the Floods. An Earth tounded upon would mike 
the Seas, and eſtabliſh'd upon the Waters, is not ef by ren 
this the Earth we have deſcrib'd ? the firft Earth, as jos, tf 
x came from the hands of its Maker. Where can we ?Y = » 


or near to; o 

they would 
read it thus, He hath DR the Earth by the Sea-ſide, and eſtabliſh'd it by the Floods, What is there wonder- 
fal in this, that the ſhould lie by the Sea-fide ; Where could they lie elfe> What reaſon or argument 
is this, why the Earth ſhould be the Lord's? The Earth is the Lord's, far he hath fougded it near the Seas, 
Where is the confequence of this? But if he founded it upon the Seas,. which could got be done by any other 
hand but his, it ſhows both-the Workman and: the Maſter. And accordingly in that: other glace, P/a!. 136. E. 
if you render it, he ſtretched out the Earth near the. Waters, How is that one of God's great wonders ? as it 15 
there repreſented to be. Becauſe. in ſome few places this particle isrendev'®. otherwiſe, where the ſenſe w1l! 
bear it, muſt we therefore render it ſo when we pleaſe, and where the fence will not hear it * This being 
the moſt uſual ſignification of it, and there being no- other word that fignihes above more frequently or deter- 
miaxely than this. does, Why muſt it ſfigoifie otherwiſe in this place} Men. with wriggle any way to get 
from. under the force of a Tex$ that does not ſuit to their own Notions. 


now 
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now find in Nature, ſuch an Earth as has the Seas 
and the Water for its foundation ? Neither 1s this 
Text withour a ſecond, as a tcllow-wencls ro confirm 
the ſame ceruth: For in the 1236. Pſalm, wer. 4,5,6. we 
read to the ſame cffect, in theſe words: 7o him, who 
alone does great wonders: To him that by wiſdom made 
the Heavens : To him that ſtretched out the Earth above 
the Waters. We can hardly expreſs that form of the 
Ante-diJuyian Earth, in words more determinate than 
theſe are; Let us then in the ſame ſimplicity of hearr, 
follow the words of Scripture ; ſeeing this literal ſence 
IS Not repugnant to Nature, but, on che contrary; a- 
grecable to 1t upon the ſtricteſt examination. And 
we cannot, without ſome violence, turn the words to 
any other ſence. What tolerable interpretation can 
theſe admit of, it we do nor allow the Earth once to 
have encompals'd and overſpread the face of the Wa- 
ters ? To be founded upon the waters, to be eftabliſh'd 
upon the waters, to be exrended upon the waters, 
what rational or ſatisfaftory account can be given 
of theſe phraſes and expreflions from any thing we 
find 1n the preſent ſituation of the Earth : or how can 
they be verified concerning 1t ? Conſult Interpreters, 
ancient or modern, upon theſe two places : ſee if they 
anſwer your expectation, or anſwer the natural 1im- 
portance of the words, unleſs they acknowledge ano- 
ther form of the Earth, than the preſent. Becauſe a 
Rock hangs its nofe over the Sea, muſt the body of 
the Earth be ſaid to be ſtretched over the waters * Or 
becauſe there are watcrs in ſome ſubterrancous cavi- 
ries, 1s the Earth therefore founded upon the Seas ? Yer 
ſuch lame explications as theſe you will meet with ; 
and while we have no better light, we muſt contenr 
our ſelves with them ; but when an explication is of- 


fer'd, that anſwers the propriety, force, and extent of 


the words, to reject it, onely becauſe it is not fitted to 


- our former opinions, or becauſe we did not firſt think 


of 1t, 1s to take an 3]] method in expounding Scripture. 
This Foundation or Eſtabliſhment of the Earth upon 
the Seas, this Extenſion of it above the waters, relates 
plainly ro the body, or whole circyic of the Earth, 
not to parcels and particles of it; as appears from 

thc 
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the occaſion, and its being joyn'd with the Heavens. 
the other part of the World, Beſides, David is ſpeak- 
ing of the Origin of the World, and of the Divine 
power and wiſdom in the conſtruction and fituation 
of our Earth, and theſe attribures do not appear from 
the holes of the Earth, and broken Rocks ; which 
have rather the face of a ruine, than of wiſdom ; bur 
in that wonderful libration and expanſion of the firſt 
Earth over the face of the waters, ſuſtained by its own 
prgportions, and the hand of his Providence. 

Theſe two places in the Pſalms being duly conft- 
der'd, we ſhall more cafily underſtand a third place, 
to the ſame effect, in the Proverbs ; delivered by WIS- 
DOM, concerninÞthe Origin of the World, and che 
form of the firſt Earth, in theſe words, Cheap. 8. 27. 
IWhen he prepared the Heavens I was there, when HE SET 
an Orb or Sphere upon- the face of the Abyſs. We render 
it, when we ſet a Compaſs upon the face of the Abyſs; 
bur if we have rightly interpreted the Prophet David, 
*us plain enough what compals 1s here to be under- 
ſtood ; not an imaginary circle, (for why ſhould that 
be thought one of the wonderful works of God) bur 
that exterior Orb of the Earth that was ſer upon the 
waters. That was the Maſter-picce of the Divine arr 
in framing of the firſt Earth, and therctore very fit to 


be taken notice of by Wiſdom. And upon this occa-. 


ſion, I deſire you to reflect upon St. Peter's expreſſion; 
concerning the firſt Earth, and to compare it with 
Solomon's, to ſee if they do not anſwer one another. 
St. Peter calls it  xatso-won I tara, An Earth confiſt- 


ing, ftanding, or ſuſtained by the waters. And Solomon 


calls it inn 1p by wn. An Orb drawn upon'the face of 
the Abyſs. ' And St. Peter ſays, that was done 7# v6 
73 &«s by the wiſdom of God: which 1s the ſame AoyS- 
or wiſdom, that here declares her ſclt, to have been 
preſent at this work. Add now to thefe'two places; 
the two foremention'd'ourt of the Plalmiſt ; An Earth 
founded upon the Seas, (Pal. 24. 2.) and an Earth ftretch- 
ed out above the waters: ( Pſal. 136.6.) Can'any body 
doubt or queſtion, bur all-theſe four Texts refcr ro tho 
ſame thing ? - And ſeeing St. Peter's deſcription reters 
certainly to the Ante-diluvian Earth, they muſt w 
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refer to it ; and do all as certainly and evidently 
agree with our Theory concermng the torm and {1- 
uation of 1t. 

The pendulous form and poſture of that firſt Earth 
being prov'd from thele four places, 'tis more calc 
and emphatical to interpret in thus ſence that paſſage 
in Fob ch. 26.7. He flretcheth out the North over the 
Tohu, ( tor ſo it 1s 1n the original) and hangeth the 
Earth upon nothing. And this ſtrange foundation or 
no foundation ot the exteriour Earth ſcems to be the 
ground of tholc noble queſtions propos'd to Fob by 
God Almighty, ch. 38. Where waſt thou when I laid the 
foundations of the Earth? Declare & thou haſt under- 
ſtanding. Whereupon are the foundalWns thereof faſted, 
and who laid the corner flone? There was ncither toun- 
dation, nor corner ſtone, in that piece of Archi- 
tccture; and that was it which made the art and 
wonder of it. But I have ſpoken more largely to 
theſe places in the Theory it ſelf. And tf the four 


Texts before-mentioned be contider'd without preju- 
dice, I think there are few marecrs of natural SPECU- 


lation that | can be ſo well prov'd out of Scripture, 
as the Form which we have given to the Ante-dilu- 
yian Earth. 

But yer it may be thought a juſt, if not a neceſla- 
ry appendix to this diſcourſe, concerning, the form 
of the ante-diluvian Earth, to give an account allo 
of the ante-diluvian Abyſs, and the {ituation of 1t ac- 
cording. to: Scripture ; for the relation which thelc 
two have'to one another, will be a further means ro 
diſcover it we have rightly determin'd the form of 
thac Earth. - The Abyſs or 7ehom-Rabbah is a Scripture 
notion, and the word 1s notusd, that 1 know of, uh 
that diſtinct and peculiar ſence in Heathen Authors. 
Tis plain that in Scripture it 1s not always taken for - 
the Sea (as Ger. 1.2. & 7.11. & 49. 25. Deut. 33. 13. 
Job 28. 14. © 38.16. Pſ. 33.7.4 71. 20.Q& 78.15. & 
135.6, Apec. 20. 1.3.) but for ſome other mals: of 
waters, / or:ſubterraneous ſtorchoule. And this being 
obfery'd; we may caſily diſcover the nature, and ſet 
down the hiſtory of the Scripturc-Abyls. 


The 
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--; The Mother-Abyſs is no doubt that in the begin: 
ning of Genefis, ver. 2. which had nothing bur dark- 
neſs upon the face/of it; or a thick caliginous air. 
The next /news we hear of this Abyſs 1s at the Deluge; 
(Gen. 7.11.) where tis ſaid to'. be broke open, and 
the- waters. of | it to, have drowned ' the World. It 
ſeems then! this Abyſs, was closd up ſome time be- 
twixt the Greation. and the Deluge, and had got an- 
other coyerthan that of darknels. And if we will 
believe Wiſdom, ( Prov.'8. 27.) who was there preſenc 
at the formation of the Earth, an Orb was ſer wpon the 
face of the Abyſs at the beginning of the World. 

That theſe - three places refer to the ſame Abyvls, 
I think, cannot. be queſtioned by any that will com- 
pare them and bee 39 chem. That of the Deluge, 
Moſes calls there Tehom-Rabbah, the Great Abyſs; and can 
there be any greatcr than the forementiunced Mothers 
Abyſs? And{WISDOME, 1n that place in the Pro- 
vexbs, uſeth. the ſame phraſe and -words with Moſes, 


Ger. 1, 2.2) 128 WP. upon the face of the Deep or 'of - 
the Abyſs 3 changing darkneſs: tor thac Orb of the ex- Df 
teriour Earth, which: was made; afterwards to inclole 4 
it. .. And jn. this vault it lay, and” under: this cover, + 
when . Plalmiſt ſpeaks of it in; theſe words:( Pſ. 33. th 


v!) He gathereth the' waters of the: Sea, as.in a * bag; * Thi; read- 
jM layeth up the -#nſtorehouſes; Laſtly,, we may + > ohgrt 
obſcrve that 'twas this; Mother-Abylſs whoſe: womb 744 fetores, 
was burſt, at. the Delage; when: the, Sea was born, (' 720% 
and broke. torth as, f i©bad ifſued-:out of a womb g*%-4), 4c 4 
as God cxpreſſeth it-ro:ob,.ch. 38. $::in which placen,5,/ 09; pH 
the: Chaldee Paxaphrafe reads it, when 1t- broke: forth; 92,2 hap | 


nſuitably to 


coming outiof the Abyſs.n,1 Which difruption at the Desthe marrer i 
luge leems allp-to be-aluded to Feb 12.1415, andy.” # 
more plainly, Prov.3.26. by his knowledge the Abyſſes are '. 

okgn up. 1111 _ ny f: 


PORE ( (68141 FH TOTES FRO ©1030 QOH! [ 4. 
- Thus you have alreddy - a threefold tate! of the 
Abyſs, which gaakes a:thort Hiſtory: of it firſt, Open, p 
at,the beginning 3 (then; covered, till the Deluge. Then # 
broke open again, as:t115: at prefent.:r: And we. purſue 
the Hiſtory | of - 1t no fuxther ; but-we are:told; Apoe. 
203+ Thavac hall beſhue! up again, and the great 
Dragon .1n-1ts for -a OA years: © In the mcan 
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time we may obſerve from this - form and poſture of 
the Ante-diluvian Abyſs, how ſuitable it 15 and co- 
herent with that form of the Ante-diluvian Earch 
which S. Peter and the Pſalmift had deſcrib'd, ſuftain'd 
by the waters; founded upon the | waters ; ftretcht above 
the waters ; for if-it was the cover of this Abyſs ( and 
it had ſome cover that was broke at the Deluge ) ic 
was ſpread as a Cruſt or Ice upon the face of thoſe 
waters, and ſo made an orbis Terrarum, an habitable 
ſphere of Earth about the Abyls. 


O much for the form of the 'Ante-diluvian 
I Earth and Abyſs ; which as they aptly correſpond 


to one another, ſo, you ſee, our Theory anſwers and 


is adjuſted to both; and, I think, fo firly, that we 
have no reaſon hicherto co © be-diſpleas'd with the 
ſucceſs we have had in the examination of it, accord- 
ing to Scripture. We have diſpatch'd the ewo main 
points in queſtion, firſt, to prove a diverſity in gene- 
ral betwixt the two natural Worlds, or ' betwixt the 
Heavens and the Earth before and after the Flood. 
Secondly, to prove wherein this diverſity conſiſted; 
or that the particular form of the Ante-diluvian Hea- 
vens and Earth was ſuch according to -Seripture, as 
we have deſcrib'd itin the Theory. You'l ſay, then 
the work 1s donc, what needs more, all:the reſt fol- 
lows of courſe; for if the Ante-diluyzan Earth had 
ſuch a form as we have proposd and prov'd it to 
have had, there could be no Deluge 1n -it but by a 
diſſolution of 1ts parts and exteriour frame: And a 
Deluge ſo: made, would not be in the nature of a 
ſtanding Pool, bur of a violentagitation and commo- 
tion of the waters. . This 15*true; Theſe parts of the 
Theory are ſo cemented, that''you muſt grant all, if 
you grant 'any. However we 'will: try if cyen theſe 
two particulars alſo: may be/proy'd our of Scripture; 
Thats, if there be any marks or mp; + 

there 
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there by the Spirit of God, of ſuch a fraftion or dif. 
ſolution of the Earth at the Deluge. And alſo ſuch 
characters of the Deluge it (elf, as ſhow it to have 
been by a fAluftuation and imperuous commotion of 
the waters. | 
 Toprocecd then; That there was a Fraction or Diſ. 
ſolution of the Earth at the Deluge, the hiſtory of it 
by Moſes gives us the firſt account, ſeeing he tells us, 
as the principal cauſe of the Flood, that the Fountains 
of the Great Abyſs were cloven or burſt aſunder ; and 
upon this diſruption the watcrs gu(h'd out trom the 
bowels of the Earth, as from the widen'd mouths of 


ſo many Fountains. 1 do not take Fountains there to x 
ſignific any more than Sources or Stores of Water ; 4 
noting alſo this manner of their cruption from below, it 


or out of the ground, as Fountains do. ' Accordingly 
in the Proverbs, (chap.3.20.) 'tis oncly ſaid, the Abyſes : 
were broken open. T1 do not doubt bur this refers to NJ 
the Deluge, as Bede, and others underſtand it ; the 2 
very word being us'd here, both in the Hebrew and 1yp23 
Septuagint, thar exprelſs'd the difruption of the Abyſs iiyneer + 
at the Deluge. F: 
And this breaking up of the Earth at that time, 1s... = 
elegantly expreſt in ob, by the burſting of the <«.s. Lf 
Womb of Nature, when che Sea was firſt brought to : 
light ; when after many pangs and throes and dilace- 
rations of her body,” Nature was deliverd of a bur- 


then which ſhe had born in her Womb Sixteen Hun- 
dred Years, FER | 
Theſe three places 1 take to be memorials and be 
roofs of the diſruption of the Earth, or of the 3 
by, at'the univerſal; Deluge. And to theſe we : 
may add more out 'of the Prophets, 70b, and the | 


Pfalms, by way of alluſion (commonly) to the ſtate of 
Nature at that time. * The Propher [Jaiah in deſcribing 4 
the furure deſtruction of the World, chap. 24. 18,19. , 

ſeems plainly to allude and have reſpett to the paſt 

deftruction of it at the Deluge; as appears by thar : 
leading expreſſion, the windows from art high are open, Y 
anne) DINB MIN Teide on ms vears newnnoer, taken 4 
manifeſtly from Ger. 7. 11. Then ſee how the deſcri- ; 


ption goes on, the windows from an high are open, _ 
: 
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the foundations of the Earth' do ſhake. The Earth is at- 
terly broken down, the Earth is quite diſſolud, the Earth 
z5 exceedingly moved. Here are Concuſlions, and Fra- 
Etions, and Diflolutions, as there were 1n the; Mun- 
dane Earth-quake. and Deluge ; which we had-cx- * 
preſt before only by breaking open. the Abyſs. By the 
Foundations of the Earth here and clſewhere, I-per- 
ccive many underſtand the Centre; ſo by .moving of 
ſhaking the foundations, or putting' them our, of 
courſc, muſt be underſtood a diſplacing of the Cenere 
which was rcally done at the .Deluge, 'as we have 
ſhewn 1n 1ts proper place. It we therefore remember 
that there was os a diſlocation, as I may ſo ſay; 
and a fraction in the body of the Earth, by. that 
great fall ; a diſlocation as to thg.centre,; and a fracti- 
on as to the ſurface and exterior region, it will rruly 
anſwer to all thoſe expreſſions in, :the. Prophet, that 
ſeem ſo ſtrange and. extraordinary. *Tis.. true, this 
place of the Prophet reſpe&ts alſo and. foretells the 
future deſtruction of the World ; but that being by 
Fire, when the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, 
and the Earth with the works therein ſhall be burnt up, 
theſe expreſſions of frations and conruſſions, ſcem to. be 
taken originally from the manner of the. World's firſt 
deſtruction, and to be transferr'd, by way-of applica: 
tion, to repreſent and ſignific the ſecond, deſtructzon 
of it, though, it may be, not with the ſamc;cxactnels 
and propricty. 20d nl of daily nods 

There are ſeveral other places that refer to the; dif, 
ſolution and ſubverſion of the; Earth at, the Dclpge : 
Amos 9. 5,6. The Lord of Hoſts is be that toucheth, the: 
Earth, and it ſhall melt, or be difſolu d.—-»-+ and it ſhall 
riſe. up wholly like a Flood, and ſhall be dropned as, by the 
Flood of Ag ypt. By this and by the next Vexſe.the Pro» 
phet ſeems to allude to, the Deluge, and. Q- 
lution of the Earth that was then, This 1n- ob ſecras 
ro be call'd breaking down the Earth, and: querturning 
the Earth, Chap. 12.14, 15: Behold he breaketh down and 
it cannot be built again, He. } 


f Jhutteth upon. man, and 
there can be 10 opening. Behold, he withboldeth the wa- 
ters, and they dry up ;, atſo he ſendeth them, out, and they 

overturn the Earth : Which place: you may. hs Lact | 
| phras'd, 
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phras'd, Theor. Book 1. p. 91, 92. We have already ci- 
red, and ſhall hereafter cite, other places out of Fob ; 
And as that Ancient Author (who 1s thought to have 
livd before the Judaical Oeconomy, and nearer to 
Neah than Moſes) ſeems to have had the Pracepta Nod- 
chidarum, fo allo he ſeems to have had the Dogmata 
Noachidarum ;, which were deliver'd by Noah to his 
Children and Poſterity, concerning the myſteries of 

natural Providence, the origine and fate of the World, 
the Deluge and Ante-diluvian ftate, &c. and accord- 
ingly we find many ſtriftures of theſe doctrines in the 
Book of Fob. Laſtly, in the Pſalms there are Texts 
that mention the ſhaking of the Farth, and the founda- 
tions of the World, in retcrence to the Flood, if we 
judge aright ; whereof we will ſpeak under the next 
Head, concerning the raging of thev»Waters in the 
Dcluge. 

Thele places of Scripture may be noted, as Icfr us to 
be remembrancers of that general ruine and diſrupti- 
on of the Earth at the time of the Deluge. But I know 
it will be ſaid of them, that they are not ſtrict proofs, 
but alluſions onely. Be it ſo; yet what 1s the ground 
of thoſe alluſions? ſomething muſt be alluded to, and 
ſorcthing that hath paſt in nature, and thart 1s re- 
corded 1n Sacred Hiſtory ; And what 15 thar, unleſs it 
be the univerſal Deluge, and that change and diſtur- 
bance that was then 1n all nature. If others fay,that 
thefe and ſuch like places are to be underſtood mo- 
rally and allegorically, I do not envy them their 1n- 
rerpretation; but when nature and reaſon will bear a 
literal. ſence, the rule 1s, that we ſhould not recede 
from the letter. But I leave thele things to every 
one's thoughts ; which the more calm. they are, and 
the more impartial, the more cafily they will feel the 
' zmpreflions of truth. In the mean time, I proceed to 
the laſt particular mention'd ,, The form of the Deluge 


zt ſelf. On 

\. This we ſuppoſe to have been not in the way of a 
ſtanding Pool, the Waters making an equal Surface, 
and an <qual heighth every where; bur that the ex- 
trreme heighth of the Waters was made by the extreme 
agitation of them ; caus'd by the weight and force of 


great 
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great Maſlcs or Regions of Earth falling at once into 
the Abyſs; by which means, as the waters in ſome 
places were preſt out,and thrown at an exceſſive height 
into the air, fo they would alſo in certain places gape, 
bj and lay bare cven the bottom of the Abyls ; which 
| would look as an open Grave ready to ſwallow up the 
Earth, and all it bore. Whilſt the Ark, in the mean 
time,falling and riſing by theſe gulphs and precipices, 
ſometimes above water, and ſometimes under, was a 
i truc Type of the ſtate of the Church in this World ; 
And to this time and ſtate David alludes in the name. 
| of the Church, Pſal. 4.2. 7. Abyſs calls unto Abyſs at the 
noiſe of thy Catarafts or Water-ſpouts ; All thy waves and 
| billows have gone over me. And again, Pſal. 46. 2, 3. in 
the name of the Church, Therefore will not we fear, tho 
the Earth be rejfoved,and tho' the mountains be carried in- 
to the midſt of the Seas. The waters thereof roar and are 
troubled, the mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof. 
- But there 1s no deſcription more remarkable or 
more eloquent, than of that Scene of things repreſcn- 
ted, Pſal.18. 7,8,9, Wc. which till alludes, in my opi- 
nion, to the Deluge-ſcene, and 1n the name of the 
Church. We will ſer down the words at large. 


Ver. 6. In my diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and cried 
unto my God ; He heard my woice out of his Temple, and 
my. cry came before him intq his ears. | 

. Then the Earth ſhook and trembled, the foundations 
& of the hills moved and were ſhaken, becauſe he was 
wroth. 

8. There went up a ſmoke from his noſtrils, and fire out 
of his mouth devoured ; Coals were kindled by it. 

9. He bowed the Heavens alſo and came down,and dark- 
neſs was under his feet. 

10. And he rode upon a Cherub and did flie, he did flie 
upon the wings of the wind. 

11. He made darkneſs his ſecret place ; his pavilion 
rg about him was dark waters and thick clouds of the 

; Skie. g 

. 12. At the brightneſs before him the thick clouds paſſed, 

\ _ bail and coals of fire. 

13. The Lord alſo thunder d in the Heavens, and the 
Higheſt 


| 
; 
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Higheſt gave his woice, hail and coals of fire. 


14. Tea, he,ſent out his arrows, and ſcatter d them: and 
he ſhot out lightnings and diſcomfited them. 
' 15. Then the Chanels of waters were ſeen, and the foun- 
dations of the World were diſcovered ; -at thy rebuke, 0 
Lord, at the blaſt of the breath of thy noſtrils. 
He ſent from above, he took, me ; he drew me out of 
great waters, | 


gd 
\S 


D'27) BD 


_ Thrs I think 1s a rough * draught of che face of the 

Heavens and the Earth at the Dcluge,as the laſt Verlcs 

do intimate ; and 'tis apply'd to exprels the dangers 

and deliverances of the Church : The Exprefiions arc 

far too- high to be apply'd ro David in his Perſon,and 

to his deliverance from Sax! ; no ſuch agonics or dil- 

orders of nature as arc here inſtanc'd i::, were made 

in David's time,or upon his account ; ur 'tis a ſcheme 

of the Church, and of her fate, parc:cularly, as repre- 

ſented by the Ark, in that dilmal dittreſs, when all na- 

ture was in. confuſion. And though there may be 

ſome things here intermixt to make up the Scene, 

that are not ſo cloſe to the ſubjeet as the reit,or that 

may be referr'd to the future deſtruction of the world: 

yet that is not unuſual, nor anuls,n ſuch deſcriptions, 

it the great ſtrokes be fit and TIghtly plac'd. That 
/ there was (ſmoke, and fire, and water, and thunder,and 

darknels, and winds, and Earth-quakes at the Deluge; 

we can:zot doubt, if we confider the circumſtances of 

it; Waters daſh'd and broken make a ſmoke and dark- 

nels,and no Hurricano could be ſo violent as the mo- 

tions of the Air at that time; Then the Earth was 

torn 1n pieces, and its Foundations ſhaken ; And as to 

thunder and lightning, the encounters and colliſions 
of the mighty Waves, and the cracks of a falling 
World, would make flaſhes and noiſes, far greater 
and more terrible, than any that can come from va- 
pors and clouds. There was an univerſal Tempeſt, a __ 
conflict and claſhing of all the Elements ; and Da- 4 hisdedert- 
vid ſeems to have repreſented it fo ; with God All- Bxjtge” tom 
mighty in the midſt of it, ruling them all. neehr hong pa 


the Heavens, 
and the fraQtions of the Earth. In bis firſt Treatile de Abrahame, mulu pa. 27 9. 
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But I am apt to think ſome will fay, all this is Poe- 
tical in the Prophet, and theſe are hyperbolical and 
figurate expreſhons, from which we cannot make 
any inference,as to the Deluge and the nataral World. 
"Ts truc, thoſe that have no Idea of the Deluge, that 
will anſwer to ſuch a Scene of things, as 1s here repre- 
ſenred, muſt give ſuch a flight account of this Pſalm. 
But on the other hand, if we have alrcady an Idea of 
the Deluge that 1s rational, and alſo conſonant to Scri- 
puzrc upon other proofs, and the, deſcription here 
made by the Prophet anſwer to that Idea, whether 

\ then is it not more reaſonable to think that it ſtands 
upon that ground, than to think it a meer fancy and 
Poetical Scene of things : This 1s the true ſtate of the 
caſe, and that which we muſt judge of. Methinks 'ris 
very harſh to ſuppoſe all this a bare fiction, grounded 
upon no matcer of fact, upon no Sacred ſtory, upon 
no appearance of God in nature. If you fay it hath 
a moral figmfication, fo let it have, we do not deſtroy 
that ; it hath reference, no doubt, to the dangers and 


dcliverances of the Church ; but the queſtion is, whe- 
ther the words and natural ſence be a fancy onely, a 


bundle of randome hyperboles : or whether they” re- 
late to the hiſtory of the Deluge, and the ſtare of the 
Ark there repreſenting the Church. This makes the 
fence doubly rich,. hiſtorically and morally,; and 
grounds it upon Scripture and reaſon, as well as up- 


on fancy. 5 
That violent eruption of the Sea out of the Womb 
of the Earth, which Fob ſpeaks of, is, in my judgment, 
another deſcription of the Deluge ; *cis Chap. 38. 8, 9, 
10,11. Who ſbut up the Sea with doors, when it broke 
forth, as if it had iſſued out of a Womb ; When I made the 
cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkneſs a ſwadling 
band for it. And broke up for it my decreed place »—----- 
hitherto fhalt thou come, &c. Here you ſee the birth 
* 43 comp2r4- and nativity of the Sea, or of Oceanus, deſcrib'd * ; 
+5142475 how he broke out of the Womb, and what his firſt 
ſin «,x- garment and ſwadling cloaths were; namely clouds 
——_ atoms 2 partu ; & exhiberur Oceanus, primum, ut fetus incluſus in utero, dein us erumpens 5 prodeuns, 


denique ut faſciis & primis ſuis pannis involutus. Arque ex aperio Terre wgero prorupit aquarum moles, ut prolu- 
vies ills, quam famut cum faty profundere ſoler puerpera. [! Ver. 4, 5, 6. 
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and thick darkneſs.: This cannot refer: to: any thing; 
that 1 know of, but:.ro-the-face of | Nature at the 
Deluge; when the Sea was born, and-: wrapt: up; m 
clonk and broken waves, and 'a dark mpenetrable 
muſt round the: body, of the Earth; - And: this ' ſeems 
to: be the very ſame; that David had cxpreſt in his de- 
{cription of the Deluge, / Pſal. 18. 11. + He made dark- 
neſs his ſecret place, his pavilion round about him were 
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.: For this was 
truly the face of the: World in the time of the Flood, 
tho' we little refleft upon 1t. And this datk contu-- 
fion every: where, above and below, aroſe. from the- 
violent and confus'd morion _ of the Abyſs; | which: 
was daſht-in pieces by:the falling Earth, and flew into:5Se Theor. 
the air in muſty drops, as duſt flies up. in a great © ?99 
TUINC. | TOOTH 46 

Burt I am afraid, we have ſtayed too: long upbn: 
this particular, the: form of the Deluge; ſecing 'tis;bur 
a Corollary: from the precedent article 'abour! the 
diflolution of the Earth. Houwever time: 1s not 1ll 
ſpent about any thing chat relaces co natural Provi- 


dence, whereof the two moſt ſignal inſtances in-our. | ji 
Sacred Writings, are, the Deluge and the Conflagra- f 
ton. And ſceing Fob and David do ofren refle&t upon ! 
the works of God 1n-the external creation, and upon vl 
the adminiſtrations of Providence, 1t cannotbe ima- f 
gind that they ſhould never refle& uponthe: Deluge ; 4 
the moſt remarkable change of Nature thatiever hath f 
been, andthe moſt remarkable judgment upon man- # 
kind. And it they have reflected upon 1t any where; , 
41s; 1 think, 1n choſe places and thoſe inſtances which 4 
I have noted; and if thoſe places do relate to the 4g 
Deluge, they! are not capable,-in my judgment, of "% 


any fairer or more natural interpretation than that 
which we : have given themz which, you ſce, how 
much it favours and iconfirms our Theory. 

I have now finiſht the heads I undertook to prove; 
that I nught-ſhew our Theory to agree with Scripture 
zn theſe three principal points; farſt, in that it ſup- 


poſeth.a diverſity and; difference! betwixt the Antc- j 
dilnvian Heavens and' Earth, and the preſent Heavens ' L' 
and Earth. Secondly, in /afſigning- the particular ; 

F 2 form þ 
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form of the 'Ante-diluvian Earth and Abyſs. Thirdly, 
in explaining / the Deluge by a diflolucion of that 
Earth, and an cruption of the Abyſs. 'How- far 1 
have ſucceeded in this attempt, as to others, I cari. 
nor tell ; but Tam fure 1 have convinc'd my ſelf, 
and am ſatisfied that my thoughts, in that Theory, 
have run in the ſame tract with the holy writings: 
with the true intent and fpirit of them. There arc 
ſome perſons that are wilfully ignorant in certain 
things, and others that arc willing to be zgnorant as 
the Apoſtle phraſeth ic ; ſpeaking of thoſe Eccrnaliſts 
that denyed the doftrine of the change and revolu- 
tions of the Natural World: And 'tis not to be ex- 
pected bur there are many ſtill of the ſame humour; 
and therefore may be called willinely ignorant, that 1s, 
they will not uſe that pains and artention that is ne- 
ccflary on the Servo of ſuch a 0290 20mg nor 
impartiality 1n ing aftcr cxamimations they gree- 
dily lay hold on ot evidence on one 1ide, and wil- 


lingly forget, or ſlightly paſs over, all evidence for 
the other ye I chigk 1s m0 character of thoſe thar 


arc willingly ignorant; for I do not take it to be fo 
deep as a down-right wiltul ignorance, where they 
arc plainly conſcious to themſelves of that wilfulnels ; 
bue where an inſcnſ{ible mixture of humane 
inclines them one way; and makes them averſe to the 
other ; and in that method draws on all the confe- 
quences of a willing ignorance. 4 901 
There: remains till, as I remember, one. Propoſi- 
tion that I am bound to make good; I faid ar firſt, 
that our Hypotheſis concerning the Deluge was more 
agrccable not only to Scripture 1n general, bur alſo 
to the particular Hiſtory of the Flood left us by Me- 
ſes; I fay, morc agreeable to it than any other Hy- 
potheſts that hath yer been propos'd. This may be 
made good\'in a few words. For in Mofes's hiſtory 


ot the there are two principal points, The cx- 
tent of the Deluge, and'the Cauſes of it; and in boch 
theſe we:do fully agree with that ſacred Author. As 


to the extent of it, 
All the bigh hills ander the whole heaven were cover'd, 
fifteen enbits upwards; We allo make it univerſal, 


OVCT 


-makcs-the Deluge univerſal; 
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over the face of the whole Earth; and in fuch aman- 
ner 4s muſt needs raife the waters above the top of 
the higheſt hills' every where. As to the cauſes of it; 
Moſes makes them to be the diſruption of che Abyſs, 
and the Raixy; and no- more; and in this alfo we 
exactly agree with him 3 - we know no other cauſes, 
nor pretend to ary other bur thoſe two. Diſtingui- 
ſhing therefore Moſes his narration as to the ſubſtance 
1tid circumftances of it,-it muſt be allowed that theſe 
ewo points tnake che ſubſtance of it, and that an Hy- 
pothefis that differs from mn in enher ot theſe two; 
diffets from it more than Ours; which, at the worſt; 
can bur difler- in matter of circumſtance. © Now fſee- 
i the great difficulty about the Deluge 1s the quan- 
ery of Warcr: requircd for 1t, there have been two 
explications propoſed, befides ours, ro remove or 
fatisfic this difficulty 5 One whereof makes the Leluge 
Act to have been univerſal, or ro: have reacht only 
Faded and' forme neighbouring Countreys; and there- 
fore leſs water would fuffice; The other owning the 
Deluge to be univerſal, ſupplies it felt wuh Water 
from the Divine Ommpotency, and ſays new Warers 
wete created then for the nonce, and again annihilated 
when the Deluge was to ceafe.  Borh theſe explica- 
riohs you fee, ( and I know no more of note that are 
fiot! obnoxious to the ſame exceprions') differ from 
in the ſubſtance; or in one of the two ſubſtan- 
tf points, -and conſequently mbre than ours doth. 
The firſt changeth the Flood into a kind of national 
innuridation, and the ſecond afligns other cauſes of it 
than Moſes hadaſfigned. And as they borh differ ap- 
parently from the Moſaical\ hiſtory,. fo: you may ſee 
then refated-upon other grounds alſo, wm the third 
Chapter of che Firſt Book of the Theory. 

' This may be fufficient as to the Hiftory ofthe 
Flood: by Moſes. But: poſſibly -it' may' be: faid the 
principal obje&tion will ariſe from Moſes his Stx-days 
Creation m the: firſt Chapter of Genefrs : -where ano- 
cher forc of Earth; that: what we have torm'd from 
the Chaos, 18" repreſented tous z namely, a Terra 
queous Globe, ſuch ay our Farch is act preſent. 'Tis 
indeed very apparent, that Moſes hach accommodated 


his 
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his Six-days Creation 'to the pains form - of -the 
Earth, or to that which was before' the eyes of the 
people when he writ. But it1s a great queſtion whe- 
ther that was cver intended for a true: Phyſical ac- 
count of the origine of the Earth : or whether 'Moſes 
did cither Philoſophize or Aſtronomize 1n that; -de- 
{cription. The ancient Fathers, when: they anſwer 
the Hearhens, and the adverſaries of Chriſtianity, do 
generally deny 1t; as I am ready to make upon 
another occafion. And the thing it ſelf bears in ir 
evident marks of an accommodation and condeſcen- 
tion ro the vulgar notions concerning the form of 
the World. Thoſe that think otherwiſe, and would 
make it literally and phyſically true in all the parts of 
it, I defire them, without entring upon the ſtrict merits 
of the cauſc, to determine thele Preliminaries. Firſt, 
whether the whole univerſe riſe from a Terreſtrial 
Chaos. Secondly, what Syſteme of the World this 
Six-days Creation proceeds upon: whether it ſup- 
poſes the Earth, or the Sun, for the Center. Thirdly, 


Whether the Sun and Fixt Stars arc of a later - date, 
and a later birth, than this Globe of. Earth. And 


laſtly, Where 1s the Region of the Super-celeſtial 
Waters. When they . have determin'd theſe Funda- 
mentals, we will proceed to other obſervations upon 
the Six-days work, which will further affure us, that 
Tis a narration ſuited to the. capacity of the people, 
and not to the ſtrit-and phyſical nature of things. 
Befides, we arc to remember, that Moſes muſt be fo 
interpreted +1n the firſt Chapter of Geneſis, as not to 
interfere with himſelf in other parts of his Hiſtory; 
nor to interfere with S. Peter, or the Prophet David, 
or any other Sacred Authors, when they treat of the 
ſame matter. Nor laſtly, ſo, as tro be repugnant 80 
clear and unconteſted; Science. For, in things that 
concern the natural World, that muſt always be con- 
ſulted. | 11 

With theſe precautions, let: them try 1t they can 
reduce that narrative of the,Origine of the World, 


to phyſical truth; ſo as to -be confiſtent, both with 


Nature, and with Divine Revclation eyery where. 


It is cafaly-reconcileable ro both, if we ſuppoſe it 
writ 
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writ-in a Vulgar ſtyle, and to the conceptions, of the 
People : And we cannot deny that a Vulgar fiyle is 
often made uſe of m the holy Writmgs. How freely 
and unconcernedly docs Scripture ſpeak of God All- 
mighty, according to the opinions of the vulgar ? of 
his paſſions, local motions, parts and members of his body. 
Which all are things that do not belong, or are nor 
compatible with the Divine nature, according to truth 
and Science. And if this hberty be taken, as ro God 
himfelf, much more may it be taken as to his works. 
And accordingly we fee, what motion the Scriprure 
gives to the Sun: what figure to the Earth : whar fi- 
gure to the Heavens: All according to the appear- 
ance of ſence and popular creduhty ; without any re- 
_—_ for having tranſgrefſed t!»0 rules of intellectual 
rruth. 

This vulgar ſtyle of Scripture in deſcribing the na- 
tures of things, hath been often nuſtaken for the real 
ſence, and ſo become a ſtumbling block in the way 
of truth. Thus the Anthropomorphites of old conten- 
ded for the humane ſhape of God, from the Letter of 
Scripture ; and brought many expreſs Texts for their 


purpoſe: but ſound reaſon, at length, got the upper . 


hand of Literal authority. Then, ſcyeral of the Chri- 
ſtan Fathers contended, that there were no Antipodes : 
and made that doctrine irreconcilcable to Scripture. 
Buc this alſo, after a while, went oft, and yielded to 
reaſon and experience. Then, the Motion of the Earth 
muſt by no mcans be allow'd, as being contrary to 
Scripture : for ſo it 1s indeed, according to the Let- 
cer and Vulgar ſtyle. Burt all intelligenc Perſons ſee 
thorough this argument, and depend upon 1t no more 
in this caſe, than in the former. Laſtly, The original 
of the Earth from a Chaos, drawn according to the 
rules of Phyſiology, will not be admutted : becaule ir 
docs not agree with the Scheme of the-Six-days Crea- 
tion. But why may not this be writ in a Vulgar 
{tyle, as well as the reſt ? Certainly there can be no- 
thing more like a Vulgar ſtyle, than to fſct God to 
work by the day, and in Six-days to finiſh his task : as 
he 1s there repreſented. We may therefore probab] 


hope that all theſe diſguiſes of crutch will ac length _ 
| ONnz 
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off, and that we ſhall ſee God and his Works in a 
pure and naked Light. 

Thus I have finiſh'd what I had to ſay. in confirma- 
tion of this Theory from Scripture. I mean of the 
former part of it, which depends chicfly upon the De- 
luge, and the Antediluvian Earth. When you have 
collated the places of Scripture, on either fide, and 
laid them in the balance, to be wagh'd one againſt 
another; It you do but find them '<qual, or near to 
an cqual poiſe, you know 1n whether. Scale the Natu- 
ral Reaſons are to be laid: and of what weight they 
ought tro be 1n an argument of this kind. There is a 
great difference berwixt Scripture with Philoſophy on 
irs fide, and Scripture with Philoſophy againſt it : 


when the queſtion 1s concerning the Natural World. 
* And this 1s our Caſe: which I leave now'to the con- 
ſideration of the unprejudic'd Reader : and proceed 


to the Proot of the Second Part of the Theory. 


THE later Part conſiſts of the Conflagration of the 
4 World, and the New Heavens and New Earth. And 
ſeeing there' is no diſpute concerning the former of 
theſe two, our task will now he in a little compaſs. 
Being onely this, To prove that there will be New 
Heavens, and a New Earth, after the Conflagration. 
This, to my mind, 1s ſufficiently done already, in the 
firſt, ſecond and third Chapters of the 4th. Book, both 


' trom Scripture and Antiquity, whether Sacred or pro- 


phanc ; and therefore, at preſent, we will onely make 
a ſhort and caſte review of Scripture-Teſtimonics,with 
delign chiefly to obviate and diſappoint the evaſions 
of ſuch, as would beat down ſolid Texts into thin Me- 
taphors and Allegories. 

.. The Teſtimomes of Scripture concerning,the Reno- 


vation of the World, arc either expreſs, or implicit. 


Thoſe I call expreſs, that mention the New Heavens 
and 


A Review of the Theory of the Earth. 


and New Earth : And thoſe implicit, that ſignific the 
ſame thing, but not in expreſs terms. $o when our 
Saviour ſpeaks of a Palingeneſia, or Regeneration, 
( Matt. 19.28, 29.) Or St. Peter of an Apocataſtaſis or 
Reſtitution, ( AZ. 3-21.) Theſe being words usd by 
all Authors, prophane or Ecclefiaſtical, for the Reno- 
vation of the World; oughi, 1n reaſon, to be interpre- 
ted in the ſame ſence in the holy Writings. And in 
like manner, when St. Paul ſpeaks of his. Future Earth, 


demption or melioration of the. preſent ſtate of nature, 
Rom. 8.21, 22. Theſe lead us again, in other terms, to 
the ſame Renovation of the World. But there are alſo 
ſome places of Scripture, that ſer the New Heavens and 
New Earth in ſuch a full and open view, that we muſt 
ſhut our eyes not to ſce them. St. Fohn ſays, he ſaw 
them, and obſerv'd the form of the New Earth, Apoc. 


21. 1. The Scer ſaiah ſpoke of them in expreſs words, j;, «...,, 


many hundred years before: And St. Peter marks 
the time when they are to be introduc'd, namely after 
the Conflagration, or after the Diſſolution of the pre- 
ſent Heavens and Earth: 2 Per. 3.12, 13. 


| Theſe Jater Texts of Scripture; being ſo expreſs, 
there js but one way lett to clude the force of them; 
and that 1s, by turning the Renovation of the World 
into an Allegory : and making the New Heavens and 
New Earth to be Allegorical Heavens and Earth, nor 
xcal and material, as ours are. This 1s a bold attempt 
of ſome modern Authors, who chulſe rather to ſtrain 
the Word of God, than their own notions. There are 
Allegories, no doubt; 1n Scripture, but we are not to 
allegorize Scripture without ſome warrant : cither 
from an Apoſtolical interpretation, or from the neceſ- 
ſity of the matter : and I do not know how they can 
pretend to either of theſe, in this caſe. However, that 
they may have all fair play, we will lay afide, at pre- 
ſent, all the other Texts of Scripturc, and confine our 
ſelves wholly to St. Peter's words: to ſee and exa- 
mine whether they are, or can be turn'd into an 


Allegory, according to the beſt rules of interpreta- 


tion. 
G St. Peter's 
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2 Per.3.11, » St, Peter's words arc theſe : Seeing then all theſe 


I2, I 3+ 


things ſbal! be difſols'd, what manner of perſons ought 

_ in holy" converſation and godlineſs * Looking fo 
and. haſting the coming of "the Day of God : wherein the 
Heavens being on fire ſhall be difſolsd, and the Elements 
ſhall \ melt with' fervent heat. NEVERTHELESS, 
we, according to his promiſe, took for New Heavens and a 
New Earth, wherein Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell. The Que: 
ſtion 1s concerning this laſt Verſe, Whether the New 
Heavens and Earth here promis'd, arc to be real and 
material Heavens and Earth, or onely figurative and 
allegorical. The words, you ſee, are clear : And the 
gencral rule of interpretation 1s this, That we arc not 
to recede from the letter, or the literal ſence, unleſs 
there be a neceſlity from the ſubje&t matter ; ſuch a 
neceflity, as makes a literal interpretation: ablurd. 
But where 1s that neceſſity in this Caſe ? Cannot God 
make new Heavens and a new Earth, as eaſily as he 
made the Old ones? Is his ſtrength decay'd ſince that 


cirnc, Or is Matter grown more diſobedient ? Nay, 
docs not Nature offer her ſelt voluntarily to raiſe a 


new World from the ſecond Chaos, as well as from 
the firſt : and, under the conduct of Providence, to 
make it as convenient an habitation as the Primayal 
Earth ? Therefore no neceſſity can be pretended of 
leaving the. literal ſence, upon an incapacity of the 
ſubject matter. 

The ſecond rule to determine an Interpretation to 
be Liceral or Allegorical, is, the uſe of the ſame words 
or phraſe in the Context, and the figmification of thenx 
there. LEt's then examine our caſe according to this 
rule. Sr. Peter had us'd the fame phraſe of Heavens 
and Earth twice before in the ſame Chapter. The old 
Heavens and Earth, wer. 5, The preſent Heavens and 
Earth, wer; 7. and now he uſes it again, ver. 13. The 
new Heavens and Earth. Have we not then rcaſon to 
—_— that he takes.1t here in the ſame ſence, that 
he had done twice before, for rcal and material Hea- 
vens and Earth ? There is no mark fer of a new fig- 
mhfication; nor why we ſhould alter the ſence of the 
words. That he usd them always before for the ma- 


icrial Heavens and Earth, I think none will queſtion: 
and 
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and therefore, unleſs they can give us a ſufficient reas 
ſon, why we ſhould change the ſigmfication of the 
words, we are bound, by this ſecond rule alſo. to un- 
derſtand'them in a literal fence. 

Laſtly, The very form of the words, and the man- 
ner of their dependance upon the Context, leads us to 
a literal fence, and ro marerial Heavens and Earth. 
NEVERTHELESS, lays the Apoſtle, we expe new 
Heavens, &c. Why Nevertheleſs ! that is, notwithſtand- 
ing the diſſolution of the prelent Heavens and Earth. 
The Apoſtle forcſaw, what he had ſaid, might raiſe a 
doubt in their minds, whether all things would nor 
be art an end : Nothing more of Heavens and Earth, 
or of any habitable World, after the Conflagration 
and to obviate this, he tells then Notwithſtanding that 
wonderful deſolation that I have deſcrib'd, we do, 
according to God's pronules, expect new Heavens 
and a new Earth; to be an Habutauon for the Righ- 
ceous. | 

You ſec then the New Heavens and New Earth, 
which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of,are ſubſtituted in the place 
of thoſe that were deſtroy'd at the Conflagration ; and 
would you ſubſtitute Allegorical Heavens and Earth 
in the place of Material ? A ſhadow for a ſubſtance? 
What an Equivocation would it be in the Apoſtle, 
when the doubt was about the material Heavens and 
Farth, to make an anſwer about Allegorical. Laſtly, 
the timeing of the thing determines the fence. When 
fhall this new World appear ? after the Conflagration, 
the Apoſtle ſays : Therefore 1t cannot be underſtood 
of any moral renovation, to be made at, or in the 
times of the Goſpel, as theſe Allegoriſts pretend. We 
mult therefore, upon all accounts, conclude, that the 
Apoſtle ihtended af liceral fence : real and! material 
Heavens, to ſucceed theſe after the Conflagration : 
which was the thing to be prov'd. And I know nor 
whar Bars the Sprrit of God can'ſer, to keep us within 
the Compals' of a Literal ſence, it chefe be: nor faf- 
ficient. oy | 4 F: | 
Thus much for the Explication of Sti Peter's Do- 
E&rine, concerning the new Heavens and\/new Earth : 
which ſecures the ſecond Part of our Theory. For the 

G 2 Theory 
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Theory ſtands upon two Pillars, or two pedeſtals, The 
Ante-diluvian Earth and the Future Earth : or, in 
S.Peter's phraſe, The Old Heavens and Earth, and the 
New Heavens and Earth : And it cannot be ſhaken, 
ſo long as theſe two continue firm and immoveable. 
We might now put an end to this Reyiew, but it may 
be expected poſlibly that we ſhould ſay ſomething 
concerning the' Millennium : which we have, contrary 
to the general Sentiment of the modern MZzllenaries, 
plac'd inthe Future Earth. Our opinion. hath this ad- 


vantage above others, that, all fanatical pretenſions 


to power and empire in this World, arc, by theſe 
means, blown away, as chaft before the wind. Prin- 
ces need not fear to be dethron'd, to make way to 
the Saints: nor Goveknments unhing'd, that They nay 
rule the World with a rod of Iron. Thelc are the 
eftects of a wild Enthuſiaſm; ſeeing the very ſtate 
which they aim at, is not to be upon this Earth. 
Bur that our ſence may not be miſtaken or auſ- 


apprehended in this particular, as if we chought the 
Chriſtian Church would never, upon this Earth, be 


in a better and happier poſture than 1t 1s 1n at. pre- 
ſent: We muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt a melioration of 
the World, if you will allow that word : and a mil- 
lennium. We do not deny a reformation and im- 
provement af the Church, both as to Peace, Purity, 
and Piety. That knowledge may increaſe, mens 
minds be enlarg'd, and Chriſtian Religion better un- 
derſtood : That the power of Antichriſt ſhall be di- 
mimſh'd, perſecution cealc, and a greater union and 
harmony cſtabliſh'd among(t the Reformed. All this 
may be, and1 hope will be, crc ay, Buc the Apo- 


 calyptical Miltennium, or the New feruſalem, is till 


another; matter. Ir-difters not in degree only from 
the preſent ſtate, but is a new order of things: both 
1n..the Moral World and in the Natural ; and thac 
cannot be-till we come into | the New Heavens and 
New Earth. Suppoſe what - Reformation you can 
in this World, there will fill xemain many wor in- 
conſiſtent with the triie Millennial ſtate. Antichriſt, 
tho" weakned, will not ' be finally deſtroy'd ll the 


coming of our Sayiour, nor Satan bound. And there 
Wl 
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will be always poverty, wars, diſcaſes, knaves and 
hypocrites, in this World : which are not conſiſtent 
with the New eruſatem, as S. Fohn deſcribes it. Apoc. 
21. 2, 5545 

Sour now. what our-notion 1s of the Millen- 
nium, as we'deny this Earth to be the Sear of it. *T': 
the ;{tare that ſucceeds the firſt Reſurrection, when 
Saran is lockt 'up in the: botromleſs pir. The ſtate 
when' rhe: Marryrs arc'to retarn into Life, and where- 
in they. are to: have the farſt lot and chick ſhare. A 
ſtare which is to laſt a *thouſand: years. And Bleſſed 
and Holy is he, that hath a part in it : on ſuch the ſe- 


Fl 


cond death hath no pomer, but they ſhall be Prieſts of God © 


and Chriſt, and" ſhall''reign with him a thouſand years. 
If you would ſee more particular realons of our judg- 
ment in thiscaſe, why ſuch a'Millennium is nor to 
be expected mm this World : rhey are fer down in the 
8h Chap. of 'the 4#þ Book; and we do not think it 
neceſſary. that they ſhould! be here repeared. 

As to that diſſertation! that follows the Millennium; 
and rcachcs to theiConſummation-of all things, ſee- 
ing 1t1s bur problematical, we. leave it tro ſtand or 
fall by the evidence already given. And ſhould be 
very- glad to ſec the conjectures of others, more 
Icarned, 1n Speculations ſo abſtruſe and remote from 
common knowledge. They cannot ſurely be thought 
unworthy or unfit for our Meditations, ſecing they 
arc ſuggeſted ro us by Scripture ir ſelf. Amt to 
what end were | they propos'd to us there, if it was 
not intended that they ſhould be underſtood, ſooner 
or later? 

I have done with this Review: and ſhall only add 
one or two reflections upon the whole diſcourſe, and 
fo conclude. You have ſeen ths ſtate of the Theory 
of the Earth, as to the Matter, Form, and Proofs of 
it: both Natural and Sacred. If any one will ſub- 
{titute a better 1n its place, I ſhall think my ſclf more 
obliged to him, rhan 1f he had ſhew'd me the Qua- 
drature of the Circle, But it 1s not enough to pick 
quarrels here and there: that. may be done by. any 
writing, eſpecially when 1t 1s of ſo great extent and 
comprehenſion. They muſt build up, as well as pull 

down 
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A Review of the Theory of the Earth, 
down; and give us another Theory inſtead of this, 
fitted to the ſame natural Hiſtory of the Earth, ac- 
cording as 1t 1s ſet down 1n Scripture : and then ler 
the World take their choice. He that cuts down a 
Txece, 1s bound 1n reaſon to plant two, becauſe there 
15 an hazard in their growth and thriving. 

Then as to thoſe that arc ſuch rigorous Scriptu- 
riſts, as to require plainly demonſtrative and irreſi- 
ſtible Texts for every thing they entertain or believe ; 
They would do well to refle&t and conlider, whether, 
for every article in the three Creeds ( which haye no 
ſupport from natural reaſon) they can bring ſuch 
Texts of Scripture as they require of others: or a 
fairer and juſter evidence, all things confider'd, than 
we have done for the ſubſtance of this Theory. We 
have notindeed faid all that nught be ſaid, as to An- 
tiquity : that making no part inthis Review, and be- 


1ng capable ſtill of great additions. Bar as co Scri- 


pture and Reaſon I have no more to add. Thoſe 
that are not ſatisfied with the proofs already pro- 
duc'd upon theſe ewo heads, are under a fate, good 
or bad, which 1s not in my power to overcome. 
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